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TKEFACE. 



Vbkice, ^ the famous city In the sea," rising like 
enchantment from the waves of the Adriatic^ appeals 
to the ima^nation through a history replete ynih 
dramatic incident; wherein power and revolution — 
conquest and conspiracy — mystery and romance — 
dazzling splendour and judicial murder alternate in 
every page. Thirteen hundred years witnessed the 
growth^ maturity^ and fall of this once celebrated city ; 
commendng in the fifth century^ when thousands of 
terrified fugitives sought refuge in its'numerousislands 
from the dreaded presence of Attila ; and terminating 
when the last of the Doges, in 1797, lowered for ever 
tixe standard of St Meak before the cannon of victori- 
ous Buonaparte. Venice was bom and died in fcan 
To every English mind, the Queen of the Adriatic 
is endeared by the genius of our own Shakespeare* 
Who that has trod the great public square, with its 
mosque-like cathedral, has not pictured to himself 
the forms of the heroic Moor and the gentle 
Desdemona ? Who that has landed from his gondola 
to pace the Bialto, has not brought before his ** mind s 
cye,^ the scowling brow of Shylock, when proposing 
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vi preface; 

the bond of blood to his nnsuspectmg victim? 
Shakespeare maj or may not have derived his plot 
of The Merchant of Venice^ as some suppose^ from 
two separate stories contained in Italian novels ; but 
if such be the fact, he has so interwoven the double 
interest, that the two ciirreilts flow naturally into a 
atream of unity* 

Inthisplay Shakeeppareha8begaeatliedto.pQ8tad.ty 
one of his most perfect works — powerful inits .efEect» 
and marvellous in its iQgeniixly. Wluleihe langui^ge 
of the Jew is charactmized by an mnuxgxtiDn of 
biblical phraseology^ the appeal of Portia to ihe 
quality of mercy is iavested mA. a iieavfinly 
eloquence elevation the ^et to aublimitju 

From the opening to the cloaing:8cen^-- from the 
moment when we hear of the sadness^ priyihGtin of 
e?il> which depresses the ^int of Antomc^ ttill we 
listen at the last to the ''j[)]fKgr&l pratdmg of two 
Jo vers in a summer's ev^enii^" whose aoft cadfincee 
are breathed throt^h strains of nmsici^ — all is a 
rapid succession of hope, fear, terror^ and gladness ; 
exciting our sympathies now for the result of the 
merchant's danger; now for the solution of aaniddle 
on which hangs the &te of the wealthy heiress; 
and now for the fugitive Jessica, who redgas h^ 
creed at the shrine of womanly affection. 

In the production of The Merchant of Venice it 
has been my object to combine with the poet'js art a 
faithful representation of the picturesque city; io 
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fttid i^Mlii 4lii«M itf ate 4^p^^ 






CSratdi^ Ae Bii^ mi ito Bxi%e, Ike OmuOs ^od 
^hMJiftlgt^ the JSfltone O^Lmm, the Dooa Balaoe» 
«idjd»ClotmoSl CSiattb«Q,i|]^ s«oceMV€|y{B»eii^ 
^ ^ «pMlaiHw Vienifift is w^^eqplei m& ^ 
past^ affor£ng truth to the eye^ and reflection 4# ilit 
mind. 

Xhft ^kftrodwtjn of Ihe Princes of Morocco and 
Arragon at Behnont, hitherto omitted^ is restored, 
for the purpose of more strictly adhering to the 
author^s text, and of heightening the interest at- 
tached to the episode of the caskets. 

The costumes and customs are represented as 
^sdsting about the year 1600^ when Shakespeare 
wrote the play. The dresses are chiefly selected 
^m a work by Cesare Vecellio^ entitled ^^ D^li 
Habiti Antichi e Modemi di diverse Parti del 
Mondo. In Yenetia, 1590 ;** as well as from other 
sources to be found in the British Museum^ whence 
I derive my authority for the procession of the 
Doge in the first scene. 
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If tlie stage 18 to be conodered and uph^^^^ 
ftn institulion from which izistructive andinteplIeotaaL 
enjoyment mftybe derived^ it iid to l9u^!eq»eMd!wa 
must look as the principal teacher^to iIun]lcate^it9 
most valuable lessons. It is, therefore, a cause of 
self-gratulation, that I liave on many occadons been 
able, successfully, ib present some of the works of 
the greatest dramatic gemus the world has known, to 
more of my coimtrymen than* have ever witnessed 
them within the same space of time; and; let me 
hope it will not be deemed presumptuous to record 
the pride I feel at having been so fortunate a 
meditmi between our national poet and the people of 
England. - j 

CHARLES KEAN: , 



.:3 
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HE MERCHANT OF TEOTGE. 



ACT I. 
ScEHB I.— VENICE.(A) SAINT MARK'S PLACE.(b) 

Various groups of NMss^ CSHzens, MerfshatUs^ Formgntrs;. 
• Water^Carrisrs^ Flower Girls^ ^., pass and ri^MSS. 
Procession of the Doge^ m state j across the square} 

Aktokio, Salajuno, and Salanio comeforujard. 

Ant. In 800th, I know not why I am so sad; 
It wearies me ; you say, it wearies you ; . - i 

But how I caught it, found it, or came by it. 
What stuff 'tis made of, whereof it is bom, 
I am to learn ; 

And such a want-wit sadness makes of me. 
That I have much ado to know myself. 

Saiar. Tour mind is tossing on the ocean ; 
There, where your argodes ^ with portly saU, 
Like signiors and rich burghers on the flood. 
Do overpeer the petty traffickers. 
That curt'sy to them, do them reverence, 
As they fly by them with their woven wings. 

Sal. Believe me. Sir, had I such venture forth. 
The better part of my affections would 
Be with my hopes abroad. I should be still 
Plucking the grass,^ to know where sits the wind ; 

1 This TOocetsion is copied from a print in the British Museum, 
by Josse Ammim, who died in 1591. 

* — argo$i§$\ A name given, in our author's time, to ships of 
neat bortnien. Tlie name is supposed by some to be derived nom 
ue daisicftl diip, Argo, as a venel eminently famous. 

Plmekmg iJU ^roM J By holding up the grass, or any liaht 
body that will bend by a gentle blast, the direction of the wind is 
Ibund* 
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to THB HEBCHAKT OF VXKICB. iifftu 

Peering in maps, for ports, ^uid [mrs, and roads ; 
And every object that might make me fear 
Misfortune to nyr veptures, out of, dofilbt, . 
WpdLimAemb sad. \ 

Solar, My wind, cooling jny broth, 

Would blow ms-ttrwtrwgwsj^'nbai I Itot^t 
What harm a wind too gwatAright do at sea. 
I should not see the sandy hoar'^ass run, 
But I ^should think of ^H^iowvs^nd of iiat(^ 
And see my wealthy An3rew^ dockM in sand, ' 
YaiMi^ ter high^ep' lower Ihan Jmt jobs, 
To kise her b wkL 

Shall I have the tiMght . 

To think on this ? and shall I lack tihe thought 
ThatMnich a tlnng; bednmc'd, wi>uld m&e me «ad ? 
But tell not me;; Iikmiw Aaietodb 
Is sad to think tqxmiat JBflseiMnCuDe. 

Ant. Believe 'me, ne: Itiuaja^myfoitoiefbrit, 
My ventures are not In 'Otte%ett»m troMd, 
Nor to one place ; nor is my whole estate 
Upon the fortune of fta»|«e«l&^ year: 
Therefore my merchanffize msifcs me ndtatd. 

Solar. Why; then, jrouToein love. 

Ant. f1e,fle! 

Solar. Not iti Idve, ndther ? Ilien let us BS|yytm ire lad. 
Because you are not merry: an \w^re us easy 
For you to laugh and leap, Bud s^y you are merry. 
Because you are not 4ad. 

Sal. Here comes 3aBsamQ,j^eur most noMe kinsman, 
Gratiano, and Loiienzo : Fare you wdl ; 
We leave,you now with bettear company. 

Solar. I would have staid till I had made you merry. 
If worthi^ fmnds h^ not prevented me. 
' Ant. Your worth is very dear in my regard. 
I take it yoiur own business calls on you. 
And you embrace the ocoision te depart. 

. « ^--«*-«iyfMil«&y Andrew] 1^ name of the sh^. 

Vailing her high-top] To vail IB*^ to hwir," or " UtfiU.** 
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4cB(E I.] THE MEECHiS^NT i>F VKMCE. tl 

^ter BASsiiTEo, Lxmsixzo^ and 0JtASCiaro. 

Solar. Good morrow, w^ goodlordtL 
Bos, Good sigftipn^ boi^, when shall we laugh? I^i 
when? 
Tou grow exceeding stcange: JiCuBt it he 39? 

^a/ar. WellmakeourleisuieAtojdlendonjoa^ 

Lor. Mj lord Baasanio, once yon Iiave ibund Astonk^ 
We two will leave yon; but atiS^merv-tune 
I pray you have in mind where we nuu^ imset 

Bos. I will not fail you. 

Ora, You look not well, Signor Antonio^ 
You have too much respect upon the world : 
They lose it that do buy it with much care. 
Belize me, you are marvellously diang'd. 

Ant, I hold the world but as the world, Gratiano ; 
A stage, where every mob, must play a part. 
And inihe a sad one. 

Gra. 
WjithBD 
And let 
Thann 
Why si 
Sit like 

Sleep w ce 

By bein 

I love thee, and it is my love that speaks;— 
There are a sort of men, whose visages 
Do cream ^ and mantle like « standing poad : 
And do a wilful stillness entertam^ 



* LiXmeplojf thefooli] Alln£&g^to the conmnoi euuipHBlsui 
of human life to a sta^play. . 60 that he denies hisTmay iie Ihe 
fool's or buffoon's port, which was a constant 4sh«raoter in theiild 
farces ; from whence came the phmse, iofhjfik$faol, 

"WjMBBaBOkm 

7 u;AoM visajes do cream] The poetheve alludes te ^bB 

manner in which the film extends itself oyer milk in scalding; 
and he had the same appearance in his eye when writing a £n»- 
going line : '* With mirth and laughter Ut old wriiikUi come" 

® -i— a wilful itiUnets entertmn,'] Id est, an obstinate Sildace. 
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12 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. [▲ct x 

With purpose to be dressed in an opinion 

Of wisdom, gravity, profound conceit ; 

As who shotdd say, * / am Sir Oracle^ 

And when I ope my lips let no dog hark .^* 

O, my Antonio, I do know of these, 

That therefore only are reputed wise 

For saying nothing ; when I am very sinre, 

If they should speak, 'twould almost damn those ears^^ 

Which, hearing them, woiild call their brothers fools. 

I'll tell thee more of this another time : . 

But fish not with this melancholy bait, 

For this fool gudgeon, this opinion. 

Come, good Lorenzo : — Fare ye well, a while ; 

I'll end my exhortation after dinner." 

Lor, Well, we will leave you, then, till dinner-time : 
I must be one of these same dumb wise men. 
For Gratiano never lets me speak. 

Gra, Well, keep me company but two years more. 
Thou shalt not know the sound of thine own tongue. 

Ant. Farewell : I'll grow a talker for this gear." 

Chra, Thanks, i'^oiith ; for silence is only commendable 
In a neat's tongue dried,^^ and a maid not vendible. 

[Exeunt Gratiano and Lob£Kzo« 

Ant, Is that any thing now f 

Bos. Gratiano speaks an infinite deal of nothing, more 



let no dog baf-k /] This seems to be a proverbial expression^ 

^®— *Heould4tUitottdafnn those ears] The author' s'meaning is 
this : — ^That some people are thon^t wise whilst they keep 
Silence; who, when they open their mouths, are such stupid 
praters, that the hearts cannot help calling them fookf and so 
incur the judgment denounced in the Gospel. — ^Tueobald. - 

^1 ril end my exhortatum after dinner,'] The humour of this con- 
sists in its being an allusion to the practice of the Fuiltan 
preachers of those times, ix^o being generally very long and tedi« 
ous, were ofiteki farced to put off that part of their sermon called 
the exhortation^ till after-dinner. — ^Wabbu^ton. . 

" -^ — for this gear,} A colloquial expression, meaning for this 
matieri 

18 lu a neat's tofigue dried^] Neat, homed cattle of the Ox 
species. , 
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•CBNB I.] THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, 13 

than any man in all Venice^ His refisons are as two grains of 
wheat hid in two bushels of chaff; you shall seek all day 
ere you find them ; and when you have them they are not 
worth the search. 

Ant. Well; tell me now, what lady is tUesj^ 
To whom you swore a secret pilgrimage, , 

That you to-day promised to teU roe, of ? 

Bos. 'Tis not unknown to you^ Antonio, 
How much I have disabled mine estate, 
By something showing a more swelling port^* 
Than my faint means would grant continuance. 
To you, Antonio, I owe the most in money and inloye; 
And from your love I haye a warranty 
To unburthen all my plots and purposes, 
How to get clear of all the debts I owe. 

AnL I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it; 
And, if it stani as you yourself still do. 
Within the eye of honour, be assured 
My purse, my person, my extremest means, 
hie all unlocked to your occasions. 

Bas, In my school-days, when I had lost one shaft; 
I shot his fellow of the self-same flight 
The self-same way, with more advised watch - 
To find the other forth ; and by adventuring bpth 
I ofl found both. I urge this childhood proof, 
Becau3e what follows is pure innocence. 
I owe you much ; and, like a wasteful youth. 
That which I owe is lost : but if you please 
To shoot another arrow that self way 
Which you did shoot the first, I do not doubt, 
.As I will watch the aim, or to find both, 
Or bring your latter hazard back again. 
And thankfully rest debtor for the first. 

AnL You know me well ; and herein spend bat time, 
To wind about my love with circumstance ; 
Then do butf»y to me wh^t I should do, 

^* a more ttoelling jiort\ Port, in the present instance, eompre-i 

hendfl the idea of expensive equipage, and Eternal pomp of 
appearance. 
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14 THE MERCBULNT OF VENICE. [AOti. 

That in your knowledge may by me be done, 
And I am prest unto it :^' therefore speak. 

£as. In Belmont is a lady richly left, 
And she is fiur, and, fairer than that word, 
Of wond'rous virtues. Sometimes " from her eyes 
I did receive fair speechless messages : 
Her name is Portia; notidng undervalued 
To Cato's daughter, Brutus' Portia. 
Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth ; 
For the four winds blow in from every coast 
Benowned suitors 

O, my Antonio ! had I but the meaus 
To hdd^a rival place with one of them, 
I have a mind presages me such thrift. 
That I should questionless be fbrtunate. 

AnL Thou ImoVst that all my fortunes are at sea ; 
Neither havBl incdoey, nor cDmmodity 
To raise a present mm:: therefiM^ §tx forth. 
Try what my credit can in Venice do ; 
That shall be raek'd, even, to ih» uttermost, 
To furnish thee to Belmont, to fair Portia. 
Go, pvessntly inq^i^ey and so will I, 
"Where money is ; and I no question make^ 
To have it of mj trust, or for my sake. iJExeunf. 



Scene H.— BELMONT, A BOOM IN PORTIA'S: 
HOtrEQB. 

For. By my troths Nerisssi^ my little body is a^-weary. o^ 
this great world. 



16 ,..«. J am prnt wUo ii ;J,Beady> 

V — — Bomt^mtt Jfcm her tyts] In old English, sometimei is 
synonymous with /ormerly; id ett^ some time ago, at a certain 
tuae. It. i^i|»eai^ by the sabBoquent scene,, that Bassanio was 
at BeiSadi^wKk^ t^e-l&rq:^ Msntfeirat,, and saw Portia ia 
slmtiiBe.' 
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fmtm n.] XHB MBRCHAIiT. QI YENXGK. lA 

Ner. You would be^ sweet mfujam, if your miseries w«rei 
in the same abundance as your good fortunes are. And! 
yety for aught I see, they are as sick that surfeit with too 
much, as they that starve with nothing. It is no small 
happiness, therefore,. to be seated in the mean; superfluity 
Qomfis .sooner by white haors/^ but competency lives Longer.. 

For. Qoodaeatences, andiieUpronQupced. 

iKr. They^ would be better, if wall Mowed. 

For, If to do were as easy as tb know what were gt)o4 
to do, chitpeh had been churches, and )poor men*s cottagesr 
princes' palaces. It is a good d^ne diati^owshis own 
mtoOfitiDiiftc. I am easi^ teadi twenty what were good to 
be done, than be. one of the twentv to follow mine own 
leaddhg; Btit ^s reasoning i^ not m l^finhion to ohoose 
me a husband :— O me, the word choose ! I may ndtlker 
diQQie wboflilw«ald,nerrefiise whom^Infislika; soifl^the 
* win of a living daughter curb'd by tile wHl at a. dsi4 
Mkeftr-^U it not haiKU Nerisea, tbait I oaimot choose one, 
aorxiQltiBsn^Mt? 

2f^ Tour fiitber was ever virtoMv; and. holjr men «l 
iMat diMttfa haiira good itispiirationa; tfaereforev tiie lotte«x 
that he hath defkied in tjieeo dinee dnsls^ of g^d» mbmm, 
and lead (whereof who chooses his meaning chooses you), 
will, no doubt, never be chosen by any rightly, but one who 
3rftU.AidI.ri|^tlY love. But what warmm is there in ypur 
aiS^ctiait towanoa anjr.o£ tbHft prinselir suilora thait ait 

For. I pray thee, over-name them ; and' a» thou namest 
tkittJbwidiiaSia^thMa;: and acfioidiog tftiny dtacnptfen 
lUMla^ ngF^aflbctioB. 

" 'X^ Bti^,tbB»iflbtte:N^ai>d^^ 
An AjK^tllatffrft. colli ipdM;iilnhs;d9«kB^^ 

sooner oMvvit white hairs— becomes old. we stOl say, now did 



jftinU^posyiB wsKteihiiiyntTy spOei iitallthat.be&nged: to horse* 
mantmp. .. .' f . ^ 
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16 XHB MBRCHiOn: OF VENICE. [aoti. 

j^lk c^ Us.horse,^' ^nd he makes it a gtekt iCpprobotioti of 
his QWB good pairta that he can shoe him hiniself. 

JVtfr. Then, is there the county Palatine* 

Por. He doth nothing but frown; as who should say, 
''An you mil ndt Tutve me^ choose;^ he hears merry tales^ 
imd smiles not: I feai^ he will prove the weeping philo. 
sopher when he grows old, being so full of unmannerly 
sadnSess in his youth. I had rattier to be married to a 
death's head with a bone in his mouth, than to either of 
tfese* Heayen defend me from these two ! 

Ner, How say you by the French brd. Monsieur Le Bon ? 

For, Heayen made him, and therefore let him pass lor a 



' Ner, How like you the young German, the Dilke of 
Saxony's nephew ? ^ ' 

' Far. ^etj vilely in the mornings when he is sober ; and 
most vilely in the afternoon, when he is drunk: when he is 
best he is a little worse than a man ; and when he is worst 
he is little better than a beast : an the worst fall thlit ever 
fblly I hope I shall make shift to go without'hinu 



*• — ihat*t a colt, indudf for he doth nothing hut talk of hit .hor$$,1 
Cdlt is used for a restless, heady, gay youngster, whence the 
phrase used of an old man too juyemle, that he still* rets^ his 
eolft too/A.— JoHKseK, 

^ ^ the cowUy PdMne,'\ Shake^eare has more alltisions to 

particular facts and persons than his readers commonly sup^se. 
Tlie Count here mentioned was, perhaps, Albeitus Alaseo, a 
PoUsh Palatine, who visited Enzland in our author's lifetime^ 
was eageiAy caroMed and splendidly entertained, but, -running in 
debt, lit last stole away, and endeavoured to repair his fortune by 
enchantment. — Johksok. 

County and Count in old language, were synon^rmous. The 
Count Albertus Alaseo was in liondon in' 1688. 

*^ — — the young Oerman^ the Duke of.Saitomfe n$phm,'\ In 
Shakespeare's time the Buke of Bavaria visited London, and was 
make Knight of the Garter. Perhaps in this enumeration of 
Portia's smtors, there may be some oovert allusion to thbse oC 
Queen Bisabetlu^-JoBirsoic 
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Ner. If lie tbotild offer to chooee, and choose the right 



for there is not one mmg them hut I;date..<oa his ^ii^ty 
^bfenc^ff and I wisli them a2Rir,detMirtttre« 
' ' Jferl Do you not refliemW,1ady, in yotit ftitfaer^s ^e» 
'ft.yenetiaiw.a..scbolaCy>and a spld^, ihat came hifter m 
'i^ftany of the Ifarquis bf MontFerrat ? ' 

JPor. Tes, yes, it was Bassiaib | > as i thbk So JWih he 
•called* 

1{V^. Trtie, nfa&aim; lie, t>r. all Vke tatu that ever my 
Jbotisb^egresiooked upoa rwas ^e heat desenring affair ll^y. 

' H^r. I remember him wel; atid I teme^b^ Um ^orilAr 
J6f % praise,— Hd^lio#N--1WiatMW»? 

^ Ser. The ibfir straiKgen seeH yw^iiiadam^ ^^take fbdir 
lea^e: and ther^ i» a fareyt!lm^M^0Q■B8 4Mia>filttl, th^ 
junne&of ltfM)iw(»^irhabnka|gMNifd'the][>iiae^,to 
will be here tCMHight 

Por. If I could bid (he fifth^iwlooBi e» wMi« good heart 
«s I can bid the other fcur farewell^ Ijiould, be glad of his 

Come, Nerirfsa, Sirrah, go before. ! 
Whiles we shut the gate upon one wooer, another knock^at 
the door. ^ t ^Sxt^ 
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•^W .T]m:103»CH4:l^.OF«:^ ; fMrnlu 



SoMV^ in.^THE MERCHANT'S EXCHANGE ON 
THE EIALTO ISLiLND. (c) SAN JAGOPOi THE 
MOST ANCIENT CHURCH IN VENICE, OCCU- 
PIES ONE SIDE OF THE SQUARE. 

Enter Bassanio and Shyiock. {d} . 

. /Sly* Three thousand ducats, — welU , 
J?cw. Ay, sir, for three ihonths. 

Shy» For three months, — -well. , 

JBas. For the vhich, a^ I told you, Antonio shall he 
bound. ■ ' '\ \, '^ 

Shy. Antonio shall become bound,— well. 

£a8. May you 8te?id me ? Will you pleasure me ? Shdl 
1 know your answer? . 

^Ay. Three thpusand ducats, for three months, and 
Antonio bound. 

£08, Your answer to that. 

Shy. Antonio is a good man. > 

Sas. Have you heard any imputation to the contraiy ? 

Shy. Oh no, no, no, no; — ^my meaning in saying he is 
.a good man is, to have you understand me that he is suffi- 
cient ; yet his means are in supposition : he hath an argosy 
bound to Tripolis, another to the Indies; t understand, 
moreover, upon the Rialto, he hath a third at Mexico, a 
fourth for England; and other ventures he hath, squander'd 
abroad.^ But ships are but boards, sailors but men : tl^ere 
be land rats and water rats, land thieves and water thieves ; 
I m^an, piracies ; and then, there is the peril of waters, winds, 
and rocks: The man is, notwithstanding, sufficient ;-^three 
thousand ducats ; — I think I may take his bond. 

£as. Be assured you may. 

Shy. I will be assured I may; and that I may be assured 
I will bethink me : May! speak with Antonio ? j 

a s^Mnder*d ahroad,] Scattered. 
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fCBiBiii.] THE MERCHAMT OF YENICE^ 19 

Bat, Hi it please you to dine with U8« 

Shy, Yes, to smell pork ;- to eat of the habitation whi^h 
your prophet, the Nazarite, conjured the deyil into !^ I will 
boy with you, sell wiUi you^ Mk with you, inralk with you, 
and so following; but I will not eat with yoii, drink with 
ycniy nor pray with you«—- What news on the Eidto? — 
Who b he comes here ? • 

JBas. Thb is dgnior Antonio. [^Extt Bassakio. 

Ag^ (Mall.) How like a fawning publican he looks 1 
I hate hiiB^ for he is ft Christian ; . 
But more, for that, in low simi^&dly. 
He lends out money gratis, ai^d brings down 
The rate of usance here with us in Venice., (e) 
If I can catch him on^e upon the hip,^ 
I will feed fat thjs ancient grudge I bear him. 
He hates our sacred nation : and he rails 
Even there where merchants most do congregate, 
On me, my bargains^ and my well-won thrift. 
Which he calls interest : Cursed be my tribe 
If I forgive him ! 

Ee^enter Bassakio ti;tVA Aktonio. 

Bob. Shylock, do you hear ^ 

Sky. I am debating of my present store ; 
And, by the near guess of my memozy^ 
I cannot instantly raise up the gross 
Of full three thousand ducats : What of that ? 
Tubal, a wealthy Hebrew of my tribe. 
Will furnish me : But soft : How many months 
Dd you desire ?— •Rest you fdr, good Hignior : 

[To Antoivio. 
Your worship was the last man in our months. 



^ to §aiqftke hahitaiiou.vfhieh yow^ propM$t^ iU NoxariU^ com^ 

Mftd th§ dtvil intof} See 8th c St. Matthew, T. 30 

^ — — >caleA him <me€ upon ik€ Aw,] Dr. Joimson says the express- 
sion is taken from the practice oi wrestling. -'^ 

B 2 
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Ant. l%y]ock, alMWi<IMMm^kttdM94bo«r^^ ^ 
3j :t»lMi«, iKsr .by i9ii«9^ 

Ant And for three meatlifl. 
• iShy. I had fQrgot,-^thro«r nun^s, you told ine «o'. " 
Well tbea, your boiid } iJid»'Uft«i<iiM. BuX^mxfmiv 
Methoughtyousaid^youiiebiwrlradaiQr'iN^ I 

Upon advantage. 

-^n^. Idoneyeruseit^ 

Shy, When Jacob gm*a his junole X^abaft'S'ibaep, 
This Jacob froQi our ]^ly Abimham ^ras 
(As his wise mothw wioufht in hi» hebaif) 
The third possessor ; A|(,£ewai the thud. 

Ant And what of him ? did be ilAe intenet > ^ 

• ■ , ■ • ^ , ' ■ ■ 

Shy. No, not take interest; not, as you^woiHd aay,, 
Directly interest : mark what Jacob did. '•' " ^ 

When Laban and luQfiself were comproi^is'd r 
That all ther eanKngi^ which were streak'd and pied 
Should fall, aa^ Jacob's biije; • -. , t 

The skilful shepherd peel*d me ceirtam ^fa^ds." , 
And stuck them up before the Maome ewes ; / ^ 

Who, then oonceiving, did -in eaning-tHne 
Fall'* party-^olour'd laixtbs, >imd thw^ •were H&itti.^ 



ts — .^f,]p« wQutt of mifjmm4t} WiwjU joonjstoihalj^i^t^wivtts 
,^at can hai^ no longer delay. 

» It he yet pmu^iil Jif^alilaofBdMbilUffiiiiaRaQd. 

^ — -«afi/m^«] Lambs just dropt. 

» ^.^-^^tertain iMnM&,] A wani in Shakespeare's time was the 
<^«i«aal.tenn Ibr what we naw ciU ^^MrnkJ^i^riSAtfrnn. 

PF(a] To let fen. ' ..' 

'» mmmnithot$yfm^Jfm%*44 8ie(SkaiittJDUU 37.^. V - ) 
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III.] im^jmBijm^^9f wymifin.^ ^k 

This was a way tO'tliiivey aflt^lb w«8>bl^ ;. 

And thrift is W«»sil||^,jiiliiiifl^^ : / 

AfU. This wm X renturi^sSii^ttbat Jlkxib sMnr'd- for; . 
A thiiig not in hiff poWfir to hffeftd pH^ss, 
But sway*d mdfamMtfd^by^iimb^ 
Was this ioiiitcdtouua^ iateit«r gpo^ 
Or is yotir gold and mbretentm and rams } 

Shy. I ctLamttdA; 1 tas^i^}m&(^ 

Ant l^Ed^K ydu thifi, BaCdHatitia, . 

The devil can cite' scriptuite,for hJs purposJe.*^ 
An evil soul produdng holy WiUiesd 
Is like a villain with a smilifig' ch^k ; 
A goodly apple rotten ^the^h6«f%^ 
O, what a goodly out»id« MmAkk^ hath l^ 

Shy. Thifefe thdtisiaid dacat8y--*''tSs a go€)d foiiiid 6 . 
Three months from tweWe, then let me see the r^te; 

JfOU?' 



31 Th^ dm>H um ci mm f^ Mmf^ffv kkm ! > ^0i k i i\ S«^; Sir MmOUfH^ 
iy. C. 

s> O, what a goodly outiide faMood hath/] Paluhood^ whics» 
as ifuth niMas honesty, is tidien hert £rar treachery and hmanry, does 
not fAMi^Aot./ktltehood^m fSfOM^ hut for tba disbonesty now 

1^1 
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2^ THB MBRCHANt OF VENICE. f Ao**. 

Over your threshhold ; monies is your suit. 
What should I isay to you ? Should I not say 

* Hath a dog money ? is ti po$8&l& 

A cur can lend three thousand ducats T or 
Shall I hend low, and in a bondman's key. 
With 'bated breath, and whispering humbleness, 
Say this,^ — 

* Fair Sir, you spit on me on Wednesday last a 
You spumed me such a day ; another time 
You calTdme dog; andjbr these courtesies 
m lend you thus much monies /' 

Ant. I am as like to call thee so again. 
To spet on thee again, to spurn thee too. 
If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not 
As to. thy friends ; (for when did friendship take^ 
A breed of barren metal of his friend ?)^ 
But lend it rather to thine enemy ; 
Who, if he break, thou may'st with better face 
Exact the penalties. 

Shy, Why, look you, how you storm J 
I would be friends with you, and have your love ; 
Forget the shames that you have stain*d me with ; 
Supply your present wants, and take no doit 
Of usance for my monies, and you'll not hear me : 
This is kind I offer. 

Ant. This were kindness^ 

Shy. This kindness will I show : 
Go with me to a notary : seal ine there 
Tour single bond ; and, in a merry sport. 
If you repay me not on such a day^ 
In such a place, such sum, or sums, as are 
Express'd in the condition, let the forfeit 
Be nominated for an equal pound 
Gf your fair flesh, to be cut off and taken 
In what part of your body pleaseth me. 



* A breed qf barren metal of hu friend t^ A. breed,. iikBt is,. 
Interest money bred from the principal. The epithet barren implies 
that monej is a barren thing, and eannot, like com and cattle, 
Viultipl J itselfl 
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jHixifi m.] X&K HEBCHANT OF YVKXCS: .93: 

Ant. Content, in fiuth; Fll seal to such a bono* 
And 8ay» there is; much kMnesa in the Jew, , m. , 

' Bai. Tou shall not seal to such a bond for m^ 
I'll rather dwell^ in my necessity. 

Ant^ Why, fear not, man ; I will not forfeit it ; 
T^thin these two months, tlutt's a month before 
This bond expnres, I do e3q>ect return 
Of thrice three times the value of this bond, \ : ' 

Shy. O father Abraham, what these Christians are, - 
Whose own hard dealings teaches them suspect 
The thoughts pf. others! Pray you, tell me this 
If he should break his day, what should I gain 
By the exaction of the forfeiture } 
A pound of hian's flesh, taken from a man, < 

Is not so estimable, profitable neither. 
As flesh of jnuttons, beefs, or goats* I say. 
To buy his favour I extend this friendship ; 
If he will take it, so ; if not, adieu ; 
And, for my lov0, 1 pray you wrong, me not. 

Ant. Yes, Shylock, I will seal unto this bond. 

Shy. Then meet me forthwith at the notary's ; 
Give him direction for this merry bond. 
And I will go and purse the ducats straight ; 
See to my house, left in the fearful guard* 
Of an unthrifty knave ; and presently 
I will be with you. t^xitf 

Ant. Hie thee, gentle Jew, 

This Hebrew will turn Christian ; he grows kind. 

Ba8^ I like not fair terms^ and a villain's mind. 

Ant. Come, on; in this there can be no dismay. 
My ships come home a month before the day. 



»Vwitl} Continue. 

* -fearful ifuardj 

ause of fear. 

^ liik$ twi/air tenut} Kind wotds-^ood lan^guage* . 



. * fearful (fuardj A guard not to be trusted, Ittt givei 

cause of fear. 
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ScBHE IV..^AtbOy OF TBI! CTiiSKBSS uk 

PORTIA'S noijm^,ja.miMX]m. 

Mor. MisIUMm^-iwifQ^nij^conipleaBbB^ ^ 

The sbdoiii^d HiHvy of tbebiii^^ 
To whom 1 9m a mghbDarv^iiiid a«ir farad; 
Bring me the. fior^il ereMia^iiafthw«rd'.^ni^ 
Where FhcBhiitVfire'eQweerihiiivw^beicicliii^ 
And let us make incision fbr'y0iir(lQiiie^ 
To prove whose Uood isiredd^^ H% QRndiie^ 
By love, I swear» I wooWook obff^4i«ilMN)^ 
Except to 8teal^pnr7thoiq|fal9^«Q^ geiitii(<9iii^ • 
ril try my fortiqiej^ 

E'en though I may (bUad^nftmNrdeadii^ iiie)> 
Miss that whicbioiMi>unimrllnev'ioap altaiii) 
Andd 

For 
Andei 
Or8W( 
Never 
In wa3 

Mm 
H6w-| 

For 
If you 

Thefi 



Um Tiolence of their wmkoax l^ctUtisejAMflm^^ iQt tllft i(0K 

» --^ — tlm^fiir§ b$ ad9i9*4.] TheiefDie be BL0ipie(4pit«at i eaa^ 
dder well what y^u are about to do* 
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The secondy silTer, which this promise carries : 

" "Who. chooseth me shall get as much as he de8er?e8." 

The third, dull lead, with waroi&g all as blunt :^ 

«« yfhQ chooseth me ixui^t |g[y^axi4)uu^ all Jie.h«lhJt 

One (if i^ese three Cbni^ims her hea^^niy picture/ 

Is't like that lead ocmtaiash«r? * Twefe p e rdi tion 



JLcarrikxi death, within whos^eiii^refe 
There^ ia,ar wtten seidl. I!Il.ieiidi th&wriUbgi 

«'Ali tiiaigliltar»iritot«da. 
Often haysTQu heard that t(4d : - 

Hitd yon %em as«wiBe aa holi^ 
Tbung iB^lhc^ ill jiad^fEonntol^ 

Bkie yim weU ^ yonr mHs^Q^^ 

iCkiid»,indQed ; and hlNmc^kst : 
llien, fiureweU) heat; anJK w^wag< firoa t l i 
Fortia» adien ! I haTe too eriey'd a heart 
SW tato^'te^iis lekwr &vt6eer^ 

Iifit.aU.(£ bis cQmptejcjm>clu^^ 



^mikt m m mmif ul tm mt mif WmimmfgnmuiJiSmSfUA 
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1!B&. ICnEMBBAKX OF YSKIQBL: . tAc« t*^ 



In the reign of JTuslimani Farticipazio, A.D., 827, the son and 
successor of Axigelo, undistingmshed by eyents of more important 
character, the Venetians 1)ecame possessed of the relics of that 
isaint to whom the}r erer afterwards appealed as the neat patron 
of their state and city. These remains were obtiuned from Alex- 
andria by a pious stratagem, at a time when the church wherein 
they were originally deposited was about to be destroyed, in ofder 
that its rich marUes might be applied to the decoration of a palace. 
At that fortunate season* some Venetian ships (it is said no less 
than ten» a fact proving the prosperous extent of their early 
commerce) happened to be tradingin that port ; and their dap* 
tains, though not without much dmculty, succeeded in obtaining 
from the priests, who had the custody of the holy treasure, its de- 
liyeraace into their hands, in order that it might escape pro- 
fanation. It Tras nec^asary^ Itijowerer, that this transfer should be 
made in secrecy ; for we are assured by SabelUco, who relates the 
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one day repose upon their shores. Venice was solemnly consigned 
to his protection. The saint himself, or his lion, was blazoned on 
her standards and impressed on her ooina^^e ; and the shout of the 
populace, idiether on occasions of sedition or of joy, and the 
gathering cry of the armies of the republic in battle was, h^ice- 
forward, * Viva San Mareo TSketehet qf Vensiian History, 

(c) Tliis ancient Exchange *' where merchants most do con- 
gregate," is situated on thelUalto Island, its name being derired 
trom'^rivaalia" **Mgh share," It is a square in the immediate 



•JC%diistV, Arab, a hog. A cap6 on the coast of Syria is named 
JtfftW JS:%«Hdr; Le., hogV-head. 
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2S 1SH:natC99iE|fS: OF.' T^ QuiM^i 
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i).] ISfBT-aOBBtSAin^ Hf ^ISflQir (W 



ACT a 









JSjBunel.— V£N1GE.(a:) EXTEBIOS OF SHYLOOS/fi 
"'■'•■., . - -HOUBIm 



saving your reverenqe^ k tibe dfvii lunaeUl vGerlM(iy,:the 

: Jew 10 the Terjr devil incarnatioD ; .and in. mj ODosaences 

my conscience is a kind of hard eoBflGBeiioe» ta oSwIo 

comieliDe to sUyfwitL.theJew. The fiend give^ the nore 



. i-^—Z^r ii« A«a9<ii#;] This cspnsdon JS iunplj "Aprstty 
ostli. " It oiccnn in Ben Jonson and Decker. ■ ... 
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IKendly counsel : I will run, fiend ; my heels ar6 at your 
cpnpimandment, I irili run. [^« he is gaing out in haste 

Enter Old Gobbo, wUh a hasJai. 



L imperfect siglxt, 
coinage of Laun- 



Thid perplexed 
him weep« 



• we talk of young master Launcelot. 

Gohli9. Qf Launcelot, an't please your mastersliip. 
Id <^, plain I^uncelot, and not, as yoiT term him, fnatUf Laun- 
eelot. 
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.] TBB niBemkia: OFiVSNiGS* ^i 



miich bEBfichoB of leaniBg), is, indoed, d^oened; OTf «9.you 
wodd^my inplain temm, .g«ie to faettvea* 

CM* Mnrry, Heaven ibrbid f the l)oy was the very st&flf 
of uy age, my very prop. 



beard hast thou got : thou hast got more hair on thy chm 
than Dobbin, my phill-horsey^ has on his tail. 

Lau. It should seem, then, that Dobbin's tail grows back* 
ward ; I am sure he had more hair of his tail than I have of 
my face, when I last saw him. 

&9i. Lord, how art thou changed I How dost thou and 
thy master agree ? I have brought him a present . 

Lau. (rises.) Give him a present! give him a halter: I 



' pkiU horte^] The horse in the shafts o 

The term is best understood in the Midland Cc 
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me your present to iwtr^ i hrtle r lkiiw mi r H mho^ iadmAil^sm 

HeaTen luit any grcmnd.-«-0 rare jtelime ! Aum jeiBee.4k» 
il^^tp Inaiw^^^^ Iiaerwr tli»#eir 

sn^^'bnger. •'''*'.:,..'.... .^ , •- '. - y.";- ,i 

fin: l^e l9iieBe letters d^et'd; ' put the- VVeriee tii 
making; and desire Qratiax^> to comejinon tonQrJoc^^pgl' 



' iKi^. 1 know tliee well ; tboa lunt 6l>Udn*d thy suit* 
Shjloqk, thy master, spoke with me .this day, \ 
And Infcdi preferred thee, if it be prefoment,^ 



« ike suit u ti^^MMi] Lsttoodot is a himidefei^-as^^ 

as one who can **pkijfmfam4im9rd^'^'inn9hi \ — ^ — 
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80HNEI.] THE MERCHANT OF VENICE.. , 33 

To leave a rich Jew's service, to become 
The follower of so poor a gentleman. 

Laa. The old proverb is very lyell parted between my 
master, Shylock, and you, sir; you have the grace of Heaven, 
sir, and he hath — enough. ' 

Bos. Thou speak'st it well. Go, father, with thy son :— 
Take leave of thy old master, and inquire . 
My lodging out :^— give him a livery. \To his Followers. 
More guarded* than his fellows' : "See it done. 

Zati. Father, in i^^Exit Ou) Gobbo.) I cannot get iEt. 
service, no! — ^I have ne'er a tongue in my h^ad! — -Well; 
{loohmg on his pahn) if any man in Italy have a fairer table V^ 
which doth offer to swear upon a book I shall have. good 
fortune !" Go' toi here's a simple line of life !^* here's a 
small trifle of wives : Alas, fifteen wives is nothing; eleyen 
widows and nine maids, is a simple coming in for one man ; 
and then, to 'scape drowning thnce; and to be in peril 'of 
my life with the edge of a feather-bed,^' here are simple 
'scapes I Well, if fortune be a woman she's a good wench 
for this gear.— I'll take my leave of the Jew in the twinkling 
of an eye. \^Exit LaunceIiQX. 

JBas. 1 pray thee, good Leonardo, think on this ; 
These things being bought and orderly bestow'd, 
Return in haste, for I do feast to-night 
My best-esteem'd acquaintance : hie thee, go. 

Xeo. My best endeavours shall be done herein. 

Enter Gratiano. 

C^ra. Where is your master ? 

Leo. Yonder, su*, he walks. 

[^Exit Leonabbo 



* —a ZtVeiy inor« guarded] More ornamented. 

i^ ^^^^ fairer tdbU;} Table is the palm of the hand. _ . f 

11 / thall have good fortune /] The pahn which offers to swear.') 

that the owner shall have good fortime, is a fSedr table to be proud 

of. . 

** here*t a ein^e Um of life /] In allusion to the lines on the 

palm of his hand. 

w ^—^hi peril of my Iffe with the edge of afeather'bedf'] A cant 
phrase to signify the danger of marrying. 

C 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. [aotii. 

Ora. SignioT Bassanio, — 

Bos. Gratiano! 

Ora, I have a suit to jt>u. 

Sds^ You haVe obtained It* 

' Ora. Tou mast not deny me : I must fg^ with yon t» 
Belmont. 

JBo*. Why, then you must.— But hear Aeey G^rathrao^; 
Thou airt toa wfld, too rude, and bold of Toice; 
Parts, that become thee ha^^ily enoui^, 
And in suck eyes as ours appear not foolts ; 
Biit» tvher&they are not known^ wl^, there tbey show 
Som^hing too liberal :^— ^pray thee take paia 
To allay witk some cold drc^ of modesl^' 
Thy skippiog spirit ; lest» through ti^ wild behttVi<niFy 
Xbe nuscoDi^roed in the plaee I go to, 
^od lose my hopes* 

' Gra^ l^gdior !^u»«iiio, bear me : 

If I d» not pot on a sober habit, 
TUk with respeety and swear btit now and then, 
Wettr patayer4)ooks in my pocket, look demurely;^ 
Ift^ mom, whils grace is saying, hood mine eyes^' 
Thus with nnr hat, aad sigh, and say amen ; 
Use all the obsemnce of civiHty, 
Like one well studied in a sttd ostent ;^ 
To please his gisndam^-^neter trust me more. 

Bos. Wdl, we shall see your bearing.*' 
Ora. Nay, but I bar to^ghl; yms idiall not gage me 
By what we do to-night. 

jBflW. No, that were pity ; 

I would entreat you rather to put on 
Your boldest suit df mirth, for we have friends 

i« l o iWj rtAtiy too UbenJ i^\ Grata oc^ coaat* 

IS ,^^mm,hooi m»m eytt\ AHwding to the maimtr aC ^soieriag 

a •Mwans 0jres» 

^ '•-^^tattortentij Grare appearance— show of staid and serioui' 

behftyiomr. Ortmt xs a word very ooBuaonly used for Mkam r 

tlMr oKE druEoatie wtititts. 

H ^^-^w€8MaUte$}fOurhtarmg,1Be9SnaglM< 
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That purpose merHnent : But fiure jou well, 
I have some business. 

Gra. And I must to Lorenza and the rest ; 
But we will visit you at supper time. [^ExeunL 

Enter Jessica and IjAjjjxczlot fiom Shylock's house. 

Jes. I am sorry thou wilt leave my fadier so ; 
Our house is hsU^ and t^u, a merry devil. 
Didst rob it of some taste of tediousivess : 
But fare thee well : there is a ducat for thee ; 
And» Laancelot, soon at sujpper shalt thou see 
Lorenzo, who is thy new master's guest : 
Give him this letter ; do it secretly, 
And so farewell ; I would hot have my &ther 
Qmtvie ki talk with thee. 

Zau. Adieu !— ^Tears exhibit my tongue. Most beautiM 
pagan, — most sweet Jew ! Adiei^ ! these foolish diq>ft do 
somewhat drown my manly spirit : adieu. \_Exit. 

Jes. Farewell, good Launcelot. 
Alack, what heinous sin is it in me, 
To be ashamed to be my father's child ! 
But though! am a daughter to his \Aood, 
I am net to his manners : O Lorenzo^ 
If thou keep promise, I shaS end ^bi» strife ; 
Become a Chnstiany and thy loving wife. [Sxii into houn^ 

ErUer Gbatiajto, LoBKrao, Salashto, a»d Salakio. 

Xor« Nay, we will stink away in si^fiptr tine $ 

liisguise us at my lodging, and return 

All in an houi^. 

Chra^ We have not made good preparation^ 

Atfar. We have not spoke us yet of torch-bearers.^ 

Sal. 'Tis vile, unless it may be quaintlj^ order'd; 

And better, in my mmd, noC undertook. 
Lor. 'I'is now but tome o'dock ; w« hav« two hours 

To fumifh us.-^^ • 



" W9 havtnat tpoke ut y§i rf t^rek-bear^n.'} Id $$t, we have not^et 
bespokipkti»togeb>btaww. 

c2 
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Unter Lattncelot with a letter. 

Friend Launcelot, what's the news? 

Lau, An it shall please you to break up this,^^ it shall 
seem to signify. 

Lor. I know the hand : in faith, 'tis a fair hand ; 
And wliiter than the paper it writ on 
Is the fair hand that writ. 

Ora. Love<-news; in faith. 

Zau. By your leave, sir; 

Zor, Whither goest thou ? 

Lau, Marry, sir, to bid my old master the Jew to sup to« 
night with my new master the Christian. 

Lor. Hold here, take this :-^teli gentle Jessica, 
I will not fail her ; — speak it privs^tely ; go. 
Gentlemen, [^Esnt Launcelot into house. 

Will you prepare you for this masque to-night ? 
I am provided of a torch-bearer. 

Saiar, A3-, marry, I'll be gone about it straight. 

Sal, And so will I. 

Lor, Meet me and Gratiano 

At Gratiano's lodging some hour hence. 

Salar. *Tis good we do so. 

IJSxeunt Salabino arui Salanio. 

Grra, Was not that letter from fair Jessica ? 

Lor. I must needs tell thee all : She hath directed 
How I shall take her from her father's house ; 
W^hat gold and jewels she is fumish'd with ; 
Come, go with me ; peruse this as thou goest : 
Fair Jessica shall be my torch-bearer. [Exeunt, 

Enter Shylock and Laitkcelot from House. 

Shy. Well, thou shalt see, thy eyes shall be thy judge. 
The difference of old Shylock and Bassanio : . 
What, Jessica ! — thou shalt not gormandize, 
As thou hast done with me :— What, Jessica !— 
And sleep and snore, and rend apparel out; — 
Why, Jessica, I say ! 



i» to break tij i!,it,] To irtak up was i trtrfU Sn Catting. 
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Zau, Whv, Jessica ! 

Shy. Who bids thee call? I do npt bid thee calL 
Zau» Your worship was wont to tell me I could do 
notlung without biddi^. 

JS^ter Jessica. 

Jes. Call you ? What is your will ? 

Shy» I am bid forth to supper,^ Jessica ; 
There are my keys :— But wherefore should I go ? 
I am not bid for love : they flatter me : 
But yet m go in hate, to feed upon 
The prodigal Christian :"— *Jessica» my girl. 
Look to my house :— -I am right loath to go ; 
There is some ill a brewing towards my rest^ 
For I did dream of money-bags to night. 

Zau. I beseech you, sir, go; my young master doth 
expect your reproach. 

JShy. So do I his. 

Zau, And they have conspired together,— I will not say, 
you shall see a masque ; but if you do, then it Was not for 
nothing that my nose fell a bleeding^ on Black Monday(s) 
last, at six o'clock i'the morning, falling out that year on 
Ash-Wednesday was four year in the afternoon. 

Shy, What ! are there masques ? Hear you me, Jessica : 
Lock up my doors ; and when you hear the drum. 
And the vile squeddng of the wry-neck'd fife,*^ 
Clamber not you up to the casements then. 
Nor thrust your head into the public street, 
To gaze on Christian fools with vamish'd faces : 
But stop my house's ears, I mean my casements; 



ao Jam bid forth to tupper,] I am invited. To bid, in old language, 
meant to jM'ay. 

21 tofml updn ike^prodigal ChrutianA The poet here means 

to heighten the malignly of Shylock's character, by making him 
depart from his settled vesolve, m " neither to eat, dnnk nor pray 
with Christians," for t)ie prosecution of his revenge. 

22 noffeU a iieedmg] Some superstitious belief was anneiie4 

to the accident of bleeding at the nose. 

33 wnf»nm:Vd fiftA The upper part or mouth-piece, rtscm- 

Wingtheb^pffkr ^ 
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Let not the sound of shallow foppery enter 
My sober hott«fe^—®y Jacob's stiff I %weat, 
I have no mind df fl^isting forth to-night : 
But I will go.— Go you before me, ^mh ; • 
Say, I will come. 

Lau, I win go before, Sir.T— . 

Mistress, look out at window, for aflthis ; . 
There will come a Christian by, 
WJU l>e ww^th a Jewess* eye.** [Exit LAT*CEl«tt?. ' 

Shy, What says that fool of Hagar*s crflfepring, lia? 

Jes, His words were, Fmrewell, mistress ; nothing ttee. 

Shy. The patch is T^d etidugh ^ but a huge feeder. 
Snail-slow in profit, ^^'Sl he sleeps by day 
More than the wM cat : drones*hive not with me, 
Therefore I part with him ; and part with hhn 
To one that 1 i;«)uld Shimre him.lielp to waste 
His borrow'd purse. — ^WeU, Jessica, go in ; 
Perhaps, I will return immediately ; 
Do as I bid yoti. 

Shut doors after you : IFast bind, fast find ; 
A -provert) nei^ ^tale in thi'ifty triind. \SM. 

Jes, FareweB ; and if my fortune be not crost, 
I have a father, you a 'daughter, lost. [Exit into h>ms. 

EfUw QmtiAhMo and Sa^^biivo, masquBd, 

Gra. This is fhe pent-house, under which Lorenzo 
I>esir'd us to make stand. 

Sal. His hour is almost past. 

Gra. And it is marvel he out-dwells his hour. 
For lovers ever run before the clock. 

Sal. O, ten times faster Venus' pigeons fly 
To seal love's bonds new made, than they are wont 
To keep obliged faith unforfeited! 

Gta, That ever holds : who riseth from a feast, 
W«ith that (keen appetite that he sits down? 



«» -. — ic(^h a Jwfe9$* tye.'\ It's worth a Jews* eye is a prwet- 
bial phrase. 

^ The patch iiMimtmgh ;] Patdh'is the name of a Pobl, pro- 
cbablv in allusion to his patchfd or party colorc^d dress. 
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Where is the bom tbidttitiuiln^ andk 
His tedious measvatftivadi ^ke unbttteil Ire 
Thathedidpaoelfcan'finit^ AMthii^tiNitait, 
Are with mow ipnlitchMed di«Q •enjcj^. 

JBnter X^OBXirzo. 

Sal. Here comes XioreMo. 

£ar. Swei^iiMBuJfl^fimrpatieaoefor^^^ 
lEiji iL ihsit myjiAunii Imre txiade yon wait: 
When you shall please to |day the thieves for wives, 
rU watdb as loDg^ for you Iben.—- 
Here dwells my father Jewj— - 

aLEE.>« 

O happy fair ! 
Tour eyes are lode-stars, and your tongue sweet air 
More tuneable than lark to shepherd's ear 
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds appear \^ 

Ho! who's within? 

Enter Jessica, above, 

Jes. Who are you ? Tell me, for more certainty, 
Albeit 1*11 swear that I do know your tongue. 

£ar. Lorenzo, and thy love. 

Jes. Lorenzo, cefftm-; ^and -tty love, 4n^ed ; 
For who love I so much ? And now who knows 
But you, Lorenzo, whether I am yours ? 

£ar. Heaven, and thy thoughts, are witness that thou art 

Jes. Here, catch this casket ; it is worth the pains. 

Lor. Come, come at once ; 
For the close night doth play the run-away. 
And we are staid for at Bassanio*s feast 

Jes. I will make fast the doors, and gild myself 
With some more ducatS; and be with you straight. 

[^Exit from above. 

Ora. Now, by my hood, a Gentile and no Jew."* 

M Sung by Miss Pools, Miss Lbfflbb, and Mr. Wallworts. 

^ The words are from MidtmmmerNiffhi't Dnam, Act L, Scene 1. 

^ ^-^ a OentUe and no Jew,"] A jest arising from the ambiguity 
of CfenUU, which signifies both a Heathen, and one well-bom. 
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Lor. Beshrew me, but I love her heartily : 
For she is wise, if I can judge of her; 
And fair she is, if that mine eyes be true ; 
And true she is, as she hath proy'd herself ; 
And therefore, like herself, wise, fair, and true, 
Shall she be placed in my constant soul. 

Enter Jessica, helow. 

What, art thou come ?-— On, gentlemen, away ; 

Our i^asquing mates by this time for us stay. \Exmnt 

Enter various parties of Masker s^ EeveUerSf ^e. 
DANCE. 



ISO) Of XflZ BZOOITD ICT. 



ij 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACTii.), THE MERCHANT OF VENICfB. 41 



HISTORICAL NOTES TO ACT SECOND. 



(a) Venice occupies 72 islands. There are 306 canals, 
trayersed by innumerable gondolas. The gondolas introduced in 
this scene are copied from paintings of the same date as when the 
action of the play is supposed to occur, and are, consequently, 
rather yarie'E in shape from those now seen in Venice, besides 
the ^eat squares of St. Mark, and the adjoining Piazetta before 
the i)oge's Palace, the city has numerous narrow streets, or 
rather lanes, with small open spaces in front of the churches, or 
formed by the termination of several alleys, leading to a bridge. 
It is one of these spaces that is represented in the second act. 

(b) ** Black Monday" is Easter Mon day , and was so called on 
this occasion. In the S^ith of EdWard'Hl. QtSGO), the 14th April, 
and the morrow after Easter Day, King Edward, with his host, 
lay before the City of Paris, which day was full dark of mist and 
hul, and so bitter cold that many men died on their horse's blocks 
with the cold.-~;S^toii;e. 
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ACT m. 

Scene I.— SALOON OF THE CASKETS IN POR- 
TIAS HOUSE AT BELMONT. 

Ner. TLe pnnce of Arragonliafli ta'enliis oath, 
Aadfiomes lo Jbis elsiltibn presently. 

Jiiiaw. Enier Ab BiioaziraE -cff Auubeox, l^omoA^nai 
their Truim. 

Por^ JBehdkl, th^e Btand the caskei^, ncUe >paafie; 
If yon cheoBe ^doBtwdierein I am contained, 
^ta^fat^baHl otir'fMqpfial ritefl be ^lenmk^; 
But n yon Tail, ivSthout more speech, iny lord. 
You inustT>e gone from hence immediatelj. 

Arr. 1 am enjoufd-by oath to observe three things : 
Firsts Afi^or to unfold to any one 
'\iWoh'QaBk£it 'twas I chose ; next, if I fail 
Of ^^ right ca^et, never in my Itfe 
To woo a maid in way of marriage ; lastty, 
K I do fail in fortune of my choice. 
Immediately to leave you and be gone. 

Por. To these injunctions every one doth swear 
That comes to hazard for my worthless self. 

Arr. And so have I addressed me '} Fortune now 
To my heart's hope ! — Gold, silver, and base lead. 

< Who chooseth me must give and hazard all he hath.' 

What says the golden chest ? ha ! let me see : 

' Who chooseth me shall gain what many men desire/ 



1 ^■'-^io have I addressed me:] To address is to prepare— tf 
$tt 1 have prepared myself by the same ceremonies. 
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What many men desire. — ^Tliat many mtQr bie meicnl? 
By the fool multitude,' that choose by fihow, 
W%, then, to diee, ^oft w^wt treasure-house ; 
Tell me once move wh«t tiHe tiiou dMt bear: 

' Who chooseih me ahaUnet as nmoh as he deeijrveg ;' 

And well said too. For who ibaH go abottt 

To cozen fortune, and be honourable 

Without the stamp of merit I 

O, that estates, degrees, and o£Sces, 

Were not deriv'd corruptly ! and thj(t clear honour 

Were purchased by the meilt of the weaier ! 

How many then should cover tiiat stand bare ? 

How many be commanded that command ? 

And how much honour 

Pick'd from the chaff and rmn of the tunes. 

To be new vamish'd ? Well, but to my choice : 

' Who chooseth me shall^ as njinch as he deserves :' 

I will assume desert :— Give me a key for this, 
And instantly unlock my fortunes here. 

Par, Too long a pause for that which you find there. 

jirr. What's here ? the portrait of a blinking idiot. 
Presenting me a schedule ? I will read iU 

Some there he that diadows kiss ; 
Such have but a shadow's bliss : 
There be £961s alhre, I wis,-* 
Silyer'd o'er ; and so was this.' 

SUll more fool I shall appear 
By the time I lingerfhere : 
With one fool*s iMad I came to woo, 
But I go away with two. 



' That mani/ may be meanf] Hany modes of .speedh WQik'e 
familiar in Shakespeare's age that are now no longer used, '^llwy'^ 
be meant," id est, meaning by that, &c. 

8 — tj^g fool multitude] The Ibolisli multitude. i 

*— — Jii>i#,] I know. * 
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Sweety adieu ! I'll keep my oath, 
Patiently to bear my wroath.^ 

[JExeunt Abraoon and JVatn, 
Por. Thus hath the candle sing'd the moth. 

O these deliberate fools ! when they do choose. 

They have the wisdom by their wit to lose. 
iV0r. The ancient saying is no heresy \ — 

Hanging and wiving goes by destiny. 

Enter Bjllthazab. 

Ser. Madam, there is alighted at yom* gate 
A young Venetian, one that comes before 
To signify the approaching of his lord : 
From whom he bringeth sensible regreets f 
To wit, besides commends and courteous breath. 
Gifts of rich value ; yet I have not seen 
So likely an ambassador of love. 

Por. No more, I pray thee. 
Come, come, Nerissa ; for I long to see 
Quick Cupid's post that comes so mannerly. 

Ner, Bassanio, lord love, if thy will it be ! [^Exeunt^ 



Scene II.— RIALTO BRIDGE (a), AND GRAND 
CANAL. 

Enter Salabiko and Saxanio. 

Solar, Why, man, I saw Bassanio under sail ; 
With him is Gratiano gone along ; 
And in their ship, I am sure, Lorenzo is not. 

Sal, The villain Jew with outcries rais'd the duke ; 
Who went with him to search Bassanio's slup. 

Solar. He came too late, the ship was under sail : 
But there the duke was given to understand. 
That in a gondola were seen together 
liorenzo and bis amorous Jessica : 



• -'-'^to hear wy wrpath,] Mttfortum, 

* '-^^regrtHs ; ] i« •«, Balutado98. 
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Besides, Antonio certified the duke, 
They were not with Bassanio in his ship. 

Sal, I never heard a passion so confused. 
So strange, outrageous, and so variable. 
As the dog Jew did utter in the streets ; 
" My daughter / — O, my dtwats / — 0, my daughter ! 
Fled with a Christian ! — 0, my Christian ducats .'— 
Justice / the law ! my ducats^ and my daughter r* 
Let good Antonio look he keep his day. 
Or he shall pay for this. 

Sular. Marry, well remerober'd : I reason'd^ with a 
Frenchman yesterday, who told me that Antonio hath a shipo£ 
rich lading wreck'd on the narrow seas that part the 
French and English,— the Goodwins, I think they call the 
place — a very dangerous flat and fatal, where the carcases 
of many a tall ship lie buried, as they say, if my gossip 
report be an honest woman of her word. 

Sal. I would she were as lying a gossip in that, as ever 
knapp'd ginger,^ or made her neighbours believe she wept 
for the death of a third husband : But it is true, that the 
^d Antonio, the honest Antonio,— 0, that I had a title 
good enough to keep his name company ! — 

Salar. Come, the full stop. 

Sat. Why, the end is, he hath lost a ship. 

Salar. I would it might prove the Qnd of his losses ! , 

Sal. Let me say amen betimes, lest the devil cross my 
prayer ; for here he comes in the likeness of a Jew. 

jE^^r Shtlock. > 

Salar, How now, Shylock ? What news among the mer- 
chants? 

Shy. You knew, none so well, none so well as jou^of 
my daughter's flight 

Sal. That's certain. I, for my part, knew the tailor that 
made the wings she flew withal. 

Salar. And Shylock, for his own part, knew the bird was 
fledg'd ; and then it is the complefidon 6f them fill to leave 
the dam. ' - 

' Ireaton*d] Id est, 1 conyetaed. 

• ^^-^htuq^'d ginger,'} To knap is *to break short. The WiWd 
occnig in the common prayer— *< He kni^pe(hthe sftar m iundtr," 
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Shy. She is damn'd for it. 

Sal. That's certain, if thB devil nu^ be her jadge« 

Shy. My own flesh and bbod ta rebel I 

Solar. But tell us» do you hear whether Antonio have had 
any loss at sea or no? 

Shy.y There I have another bad match : a bankrupt, a 
prodigal,, i^dbio dare scaxce show his head on the Bialto; a^ 
beggar, tlmt xmeA to. come, so smug upon the |Bart'<-« 
Let him look to his bond : he. was wont to call m^e usurer ^*^ 
let him look to his bond : he was wont jbo lend xmms^' Ibr n 
Christian courteiqr ^^let him; look to liis bond. 

Sed. Why, I am sure, if he fcNrfeit, th/oU: wilt not tfdie hhl 
ieah? What's that good for? 

Shy. To bait flsh withal : if it wtlL feed nothing fSm. it 
win feed my revenge. He hatk disgraced me, and hiudend 
qjei half a million; laaiglied at my losses^ moekgd al n^ 
ffains, scorned my nation^ thwiuited my bai^Mns, cooled my 
Iriasbda, h^ted: TskoA eamle«: andw^ali's k», ceatoa?' I 
ana Jew^ Balli nota Jeweyea? \^9^h not a Jew> hawi s » 
qgc^ms,, dijnexifllons, soases,, afi^tions, passions ? fo4 wHb 
tibe same, food, iiiurt with the same weafozu, subject tor^ 
same diseases, healed by the same meai^i waemctd and 
cooled by the same winter and summer a« a Christiaa in ? 
If you prick us, do^ we not Ueedf i£ you tickle im, d(i» we 
not laugh? if you poisoii ua». da we not die? and if you 
Tiprong UB» idiaU we not revenge'.^ If we are like you Xxk tibte 
rest, we w31 re^emhle you m< tibat If a Jew wy^ a 
Christian, what is his humility ? revenge : If a Christian 
wrong a Jew, what shotdd' I^Ib suflbrance be by Christian 
ttMn^lte ? why, revenge. The vHlany you teacft ma I y^ 
execute: and it shall go hard but I wiU better tha instmc- 
Ilia 

Salar. Here comes another of the tribe ;. a third caiinotbe 
maddM) unless tile^dei^himsc^ torn Jew. 

[Exeunt Saxaitio, Sai^ajuko, and Servtmt 

Shy. How now. Tubal, what news from Genoa? hast 
thou found my daughter ? . 

Tub. I often came where I did hear of her, but cannot 
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Shy. Why, there, there, there, there ! a diamoad gone, 
cost me two thousand dncats m Frankfort f The curse 
ooBrei £dll upon ouf nation till now ; I never Mt it IHI now?— 
tvftt thousand dneate in tiiat ; and other precious, predons 
jiamkk— I wouldmr daaghter were dead at my foot, and &e 
JAnds ia her ear! ^would she were heaors'd at my foot, and 
til* dtiiii in. her eoffis 1 No newr of them ? — ^Wby, so :— » 
anilimow not what's spent m the search: Why, iitwa 
loss upon loss ! the thief gone with so much, and so much 
to find the thief; and no satisfaction, no revenge : nor no ill 
luck Btirring but what lights o* my shoulders ; no ^gfas but 
o' my breathmg; no tears but o^ ray diedifing. 

litb. Yes,, other men have ill luck, too. Antonio, as I 
lita^iii G^enoa,— *• 

i%. What, wfaRt, what? ni luck, ill lack ? 

7li5. Hath an argosy cait: awanr, coming ftast 'IDr^yofiy. 

Shy. IthankQod,IthwkGod^— I8ittrue^ iffittnw? 

Tub. I spoke wlk aome of tin sailors that eseaped €btt 
wreck. 

Shy. I thank thee, good Tubal ;^-Good iiews» goad 
news: ha! ha! — Where? in Genoa? 

I\ib. Yourdau|[faterspentuiG^noa,asIheard,oneni|^ 
fourscore ducats ! 

Shy. Thou stick*8t a daggrar in. me: — I sbaB nefOTMB 
my gold again :. Fourscore^ucats at a sitting! Joursoare 
ducats! 

Tub. There came Avers of Antonio^ creditors in m^ 
company to Yeaice,' that swear he cannot choose but 
break« 

Shy. I am very glad of it: FlI plague him ; FH toctnzs 
him ; I am gfad of it 

I\*b. One of them showed me a ring; that he liad of your 



iy. Out upon her ! Thou torturestne, IMud: it was 
my turquoise ;* I had it of Leah, when I was a bachelor : I 
would not have giyen it for a wildaness jst monkeys. 



* tur^uoue;'] A preoioQS sItnellDaad in the veins of the 

moontains on the. oonfinies of Persia to the east, subject to the 
Tartars. Many iupefstitious qualities were innpvted to it, aU of 
which were either aMiitiry flr in i M HS ti m t»i&» w mu ' u. 
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Tub. Bat Antonio is certainly undone. 

Shy. Nay, that's true, thafs very true: Go, Tubal, fee 
me an officer, bespeak him a fortni^t before : I will have 
the heart of him, if he forfeit ; for were he out of Venice, 
I can make what merchandize I will. Go, Tubal, and meet 
me at our synagogue : go, good Tubal ; at our synagogue. 
Tubal. [Exmnt. 

ScEKE III.— SALOON OF THE CASKETS, IN 
PORTIA'S HOUSE, AT BELMONT. 

Bassakio, PosTtA, Gbatiano, Nebissa, and Attendants. 

For, I pray you, tarry ; pause a day or two. 
Before you hazard ; for, in choosing wroag 
I lose your company ; I could teach you 
How to choose right, but then I am forsworn ; 
So will I never be : so may you miss me ; 
But if you do, you'll make me wish a sin. 
That I had been forsworn. 

Baz. Let me choose ; 

For, as I am, I live upon the rack. 
Come, let me to my fortune and the caskets. 

For. Away then : I am lock'd in one of them ; 
If you do love me, you will find me out. 
Let music sound, while be doth make his choice : 
Then, if he lose, he makes a swan*like end, 
Fading in music.(B)— That the comparison 
May stand more proper, my eye shall be the stream 
And waf ry death-bed for him. 

[iR/tMtb, whtUt Bassanio comments on the Caskets 
to himself. - 

SONG.»o 

1. Tell me where is fancy bred. 
Or in the heart, or in the head I 
How besot, how nourished 
Reply, reply. 

Suiif by MiM FooLB, and Chorus of Ladies. 
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I BAaiJOKio. 

Bos. So nmjr the oatwand BhoWB be least tkemselves ;^ 
The world is still deceived with arnament. 
In law, what plea so tunted and corrupt. 
But, being seasoned with a gracious Toice,*" 
Obscures the show of eril ? In religion, 
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it and approve it^ with a text, ^ 

Hiding the grossness with fbir ornament? 
There is no vice so nmple, btit assumes 
Some mark of virtue on his outward parts. 
Thus ornament is but the guiled^ shore 
To a most dangerous sea ; the beauteous scarf 
Veiling an Indian beauty. Therefore, thou gaudy gM^- 
Hard food for* Midas, I wHl none of thee : 
Nor none of thee, thou pale and common drudge 
''Tween man and man. But thou, thou meagre lead» 
Which rat^r threat*ne8t than dost promise aught, 
Thy plainness moves me more than doquence, 
Jlnd here choose I. Joy be the consequence I 

For. How all the other passions fleet to air ! 

love, be moderate, allay thy ecstacy, 

1 feel too much thy blessing, make it less. 
For fear I surfeit ! 

Bos. What find I herel 

lOpimng ihe leaden ea$kk. 



11 So mayiU mUtoard thawi he UtiH tA mt t imt ;] fiantnio begins 
ilmmtlv; the first part of the argument having 'passed in his 
nind while the music was proceeding. 

w graeiout w>iw,] Pleasing— winning favour, 

13 mpfroifii] ./i^*/, justify it. 

** p ri M ] Treacherous— decextftd. 
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Fair Portia's counterfeit P^**— Here's the^8<a:pll, > , ; 

The continent and summary of my fortune. , ;., 

' You that <^iooee iu>t by t^ tiew^ ' 
Chance as fair, and chobse 99 true! 
Since this fortune falls to you, 
Be content, and seek n6 new. 
If you be well pleas'd with this. 
And hold your fortnne for ^rour bfise. 
Turn you where your lady iSr 
Andcaainiherwithaloving^kiss.' ' 

^ gentle scroll. — ^Fair lady, by your leave, 
I come by note, to jg:ive and to receive. 
Yet doubtful whether what I see be trtM, 
Until confirm'd, sign'd, ratified by you. 

Far. You see, my lord Bassanio, where Iitoid, 
Such as I am : though, for myself alone, 
I would not be ambitious in my wish, 
To wish myself much better; yet, for you^ 
I would be trebled twenty tiipes myself. 
But now I was the lord ^ . v 

Of this fair mansion, master of my servants, \ 

Queen o'er myself; and even now, but now. 
This house, these servants, and this same mysdf* , 

Aire yours, my lord, — I give them with this ring; 
Which, when you part from, lose, or give away, 
Let it presage the ruin of your love, 
And be my vantage to exclaim on you* 

Bos. Madam, you have bereft me of all words ; 
Only my blood speaks to you in my veins : 
But when this ring 

farts from this finger, theft parts life from hence ; " 

O, then be bold to say, Bassaiiio's dead, 

Ner, My lord and lady, it is now our time. 
That have stood by and seen our wishes prosper. 
To cry good joy ; God joy, my lord and lady ! 

Gra, My lord Bassanio, and my gentle lady, 
I Wish you all the joy that you can wish ; 

55 JViiV Portia's counterfeit t] Counterfeit, which is at present 
used only in a bad sense, anciently Signified ia likeness^ tk resmblance, 
without comprehending any idea of firaud. 
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, , /• 



image., 
iel? 



JElnier Lobenzo, Jessica, and SaIiAitio. 



JBat. Lorenzo, and Salanio, welcome hither ; 
If that the youth of my new interest here 
Have power to hid you welcome :-*-By your. leave, 
I. hid my very friends and countrymen, 
Sweet Portia, welcome. 

Par. So do I, my lord; 

They are entirely welcome. 

Lor, I thank your honour :— For my part, my lord, . 
My purpose was not to have seen you here ; 
But meetmg with Salanio hy the way, 

^* i niermsiion} Intermission is pause — intervening time- 

delay. 

i) 2 
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He did entreat mft^ pMtaEiH^iiig/n^,> ' . ^ 

To come with him.aloiig. 

Sal. I^dld, my IkmnI, 

And I have reason for it fiigainr Aatobio 
Gommeodfi bm to you. > [(rwes Bifitaano Jf|for. 

^a«. Ere I ope this letter,. 

I pray you tell tnc how my good Mend doth. 

Sal. Not sick, ray lord* unless k be in mind : 
Nor well, unless in mind ; his letter there . : • 

Will show you his estate. 

Gra. Nerissa, cheer yon stranger; bid har wetoome. 
Your hand, Salanio, What's Uie news from V$^ce? 
How doth that royal merchant, good Antonio ? 
I know he will be .glad of our.fluooes8; 
We are the Jasons, we haye won Uie fleece* 

Sal. * Would ycNO had won the fleece that he hath lost! 

Por. Th^e are some shrewd contents in yon same pi^f. 
That steal tiie cdlour from Bassanio's cheek ; ■ 
Some dear friend dead ; else nothing in the world 
Gi>uld turn so mubh the constitution 
Of finy constant, man." What, worse and worse ?»— 
With leave, Bassanio ; I am half yourself. 
And I must freely have the Imlf of any thing. 
That this same 'paper brings you. 

Bas. .0 sweet Fortii^ 

Here are a few of the unpleasant'st words 
That ever blotted paper ! Gentle lady, ^ 
When I did first impart my love to you, 
I freely told you, all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins, — I was a gentleman : 
And then I told you true : and yel, dear lady, 
Rating myself at nothing, you shall see 
How much I was a braggart : When I told you 
My state was nothing, I should then have told you • 
That I was worse than nothing ; for, indeed, 
1 have engag'd myself to a dear friend, 
Engaged my friend to his mere enemy, 

17 ani/ comiai.t man.'] Comtani, in the present instanoe 

signifies grave. 
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To feed 1117 mean9«> . HeB»lf *1«lt«r, M^ f ' 
The paper a» II16 body of my fnend^ 
And every word in itfrgftpingwottnd^ 
Issuing life-blood. . But kr i^ tnic^ Baknio ^ 
Have all his ventures faiPd ? What, not one bit ?> 
From Tripolis, from Mesico, and England, 
tVom lisbon, Barbacy^ and India l 
JiflndxioA one vessel 'soi^ the dreadliil toucfc 
Of nMrolmiit^miiving rocks ? 

flbi Not oncj my lord. 

Besides, it should .appear, that if he had ! 

The present itioney to discharge the Jew, 
He would not take it : Never did I know 
A creature that did bear the shape of man, 
So keen and greedy to confound a man : 
fitepKes the duke at morning, and at night; 
And doth impeach the freedom of the state 
If they deny him justice : twenty merchants, 
Tte dtfte* himsdf* uid the magnifitioeo 
Of greatest port, have aU penuaded with him ; 
But none can d^ve him from the envious plea 
Of Aoftkure^ of justiGe, and his bond. 

Ppr, Is it your dear friend that is tkua in tro*Able ? 

Bas, The clearest friend to me, the kindest m^n. 
The best conditioned and unwearied spirit 
In doing courtesies 9 and one io wlaoAk 
The ancient Roman honour more l^fpears^ 
Than any that draws breath in Italy. 

For. What sum owes he the Jew? 

Baa. For me, tlnree thousand ducats. 

For. What, no more? 

Pay him six thousand, and deface the bend ; 
Double six thousand, 9md then treUe that, 
Before a friend of this desmption 
Shall kse a hair thi>o^h Bas8anb*s fault. 
First, go with me to <£urch| and call ase wife: 
And then away to Yeniee to your fiiend ! 
For never shaMyeu stay by Portiafs skle 
With an unquiet soul. You shall have gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times over ; 
When it is paid, bring your true MaoA aioug: 
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My maid Nerissa, and ngtjself, mean^timey 
Will Hye as maids and widows. Ckme^ away.; 
For yoa shall hence, upon .my wedding-day : 
But let me hear the letter of y<mr friend. 
Bos. (rekds.) 

'Sweet Bassanio,, my. ships haye idl miscarried, mycreditor^ 
grow cruel, my estate is yery^ low, my hond to the Jew is foffeit ; 
imd since, in paying it, it is impossible I should liye, ^ debts are 
cleared between you and me, if I might but see you at my death : 
motwithstai^ding, use your pleasure : if your love do not persuade 
you to come, let not my letter.' 

For. O love, despatch all business, and be gone. 
Bas. Since I have your good leave to go away, 

I will make haste : but, till I come again, 
No bed shall e'er be guilty of my stay. 

Nor rest be interposer 'twist us twain. [^Exeunt 



Scene IV.— VENICE. THE COLUMNS OF ST. 
MARK. (0^. 

JEnter Shitlock, Salabino, Antokio, om^ Gaoler. 

Shy» Gaoler, look'to him. Tell not me of mercy ; — 
This is the fiiol that lends out money gratis ;— 
Gaoler, look to him. 

^nt. Hear me yet, good Shybck. 

Shy, I'll have my bond ; speak not against my bond ; 
I liave sworn an oath that I will have my bond : 
Thou cairdst me dog, before thou had'st a cause : 
But, since I am a dog, beware my fangs : 
The duke shall grant me justice.— -I do wonder. 
Thou naughty ^loler, that thou art so fond ^^ 
To come abroad vnth him at his request. 

Ant. I pray thee, hear me speak. 

Shy. rU have my bond^ I will not hear thee speak : 
I'll have my bond ; and therefore sneak no more. 
I'll not be made a soft and dcdl^y^d fool, 
To shake the lieaa, relent, and Sigh, and yield 

^^^.^/ond] Idni, fooljslkj. - . . 
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To Christian intercessoni. Follow not; • '^ ^ ' 

rn have no speaking; I will have my bond. \&ii SKtXJOQKi 

Solar. It is the most indpenetrable car 
lliat ever kept with men. ^ . - . u-{l 

Ant.. Let him alone ; 

TU follow him no more with bootless prayers. 
He seeks my life. 

Salar. 
Wllneve 

Ant. T )f law," 

For the cc 
With us ii 

•TwiUmui jef* 

Since that 
Gonsisteth 

Well, gao come 

To see me ^ ^ t. [Easeunt. 



i/ 



ScENB v.— SALOON OF THE CASKETS IN 
PORTIA'S HOUSE AT BELMONT. 

Enter Fobtia, Nsbissa, Lobekzo, Jbssica, and 
Balthazab. 

Lor. Madam, although I speak it in your presence, 

i> The duke cannot deny^ &c.] As the reason here given sems ft : 
little pexplex'd, it may be proper to explain it. If, wy% he, the ■, 
duke stop the course of lav, it will be attended with this incon- 
venience, that stranger merchants, by whom the wealth and power 
of this city is supported, will ery. out of iigustice. - Fot the 
known stated law being their guide and security, they .will neyer 
bear to have the current of it stopped on any pretence of eqiiity • 
whatsoever.— Wabbubton. , 

* For^tke ecmmodity thai ttrangers have 

WilA M in Vemee, jf it be denied^ &e.] Id est, fur the denial of 
rers, which render their abode at Venice so • 



those riffhts to Btrangers, 

commoaioua and agreeable to them, would much impeach the ; 
justice of the state. The cpnsequence would' be, that straqgen, 
would not reside or carry on tramck here ; and the wealth and 
strength of the state would be diminished. In the Kuterye tf 
Jial^t by W. IhoiBias, quarto, 1567, there is a section On tjU 
Uhertee efstrmungen, at Venice — HAMini* 
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Ton have a noble and a tnia ooroeit 
Of fiMaift aiaiisr ; wloqb appeafg naj^ 
In bearing thus the abseBce ^ y«Mur lord. 
Buty if you knew to whom you sho^? thia h^|iiy>T, 
How trae a gentlemai^ }iQUr«eii4 relief. 
How dear a lov^ of Biy lord yotq? lM»sba^< 
I know you would be prouder of the work. 
Than customary boun^ caa^^^brcQ jcm. 

Por. I never did repeal for^doiBg gpg4» 
Nor shall nol now. 

This comes too near the fffwii^ oi m^selT^ 
Therefore, no more of it : hear othor^ th^^^H^^ 
Lorenzo, I commil. iato your ha^idsr 
The husbandry and mana|^ of my houae« 
Until my lord's return : for mine owa part, 
I have toward heaYea brettth'd a secret vow^ 
T» U?e in prayer and centprof^tioni 
Only attended by Nerissa here ; 
There is a monastery two miles off. 
And there we will abide^ I do desire you 
Not to deny this impoi^ion ; 
To which my hrfe^ an^ sdme BeeessJQTy 
Now lays upon ycu. 

Lor, Madam, with all my heart, 

I shall obey you in all Mr commands. 

For, My pe^e do already knew Eoy mmd^ 
And win acknowledge you and Jessica 
Li plaee of krd Bammm and myself; 
So rare you well, tUl we shall ineet again; 

Zm'. Fair thou^dta and happy bcmra attend oayout 

JoL I wMt j9m l9iy!siip> luf Wrtf a co«teat«. 

I^m^ I ttaidL yea §og your wlah, and am vM jimdi^ 
To ipi^b it badk eo^fOtt; fiire yoir well, Jeesiqiil 

JSxeunt hmtcjL and' fdaxsmi^ 
liows BaUbasar, 

4s I bave aver ibund &ea honesty tru£» 
l%:leiiDe find thee alillr Taba this sane lette; 
Q^lHeuvwiderthia 



but Will refer to a new Buja^toa. ' 
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Into my cousin's hand, doctor Bellario ; 

And, look, what notes and gannents he doth give thee 

Bring them, I pr^ thee» with imagtn'd speed " 

Unto the tranect,^ to the common ferry 

Which trades to V(mice : — ^waste no time in words. 

But get thee gone; I shall be there before tbee; 

Bal. Madam, I^ with all CQUvenient speed. [Emt. 

For. Come on, Nerissa ; I have work iu hand, 
!l1katymi yet km^r not of : well see biirliaslnaidb, 
BefSore they tUnk of us. 

JPSr. Siranthey see us? 

JRwv They aUr, N^»BSft : 
Bm CMn^ TE tdl tkas lA my wbi^ deviee 
"Whan I am in ny ootcb, irtuob stays fior ut 
At the pa^ gate j and therefiHre haste, ft way, 
For we must measure twenty mHea to-day« [J&mmL 



U 99Mq Id ui, with celeriiy, like that oC 



^MMmtktirmmtJ BraUUythSrw<»dflMaQ» thetew-boatef 
the fenry. 



XXB 07 ACT TH I UIK 
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HISTORICAL NOTES TO ACT THIRD. 



(a) The ]^resent stone structure superseded an older one of i 
woocL Thiff celebrated edifice was commenced in 1588. 

(b) That the swan uttered musical sounds at the am»roa(^ of 
death was credited by Plato, Chryi^ppus, Aristotle, £uripides» 
Fhilostratus, Cicero,. Seneca, and Martial. Plinr, iElian, loid 
Atheneefus, amon^ the ancients, and Sur Thomas More tanxmg the 
modems, treat this opinion as a vulgar error. Luther beUeyed in" 
it. See his CoUoqiia^ par. 2, -p. 125, ecUt. 1571, 8to. Our 
countryman, Bartholomew GhuiTille, Ihus mentions the singing' 
of the swan : <* And whan she shal dye and that a fether is pyght 
in the brayn, then she syngeth, as Ambrose sayth," De propr. rer^ 
1. xiL, c. 11. Monsieur Morin has written a dissertation on this 
subject in toL t. of the Mem, de Vacad, dei inscrij^. There ^ 
likewise some curious remarks on it in Weston's 8pecimen$ bf the^ 
eofiformity of the Buropean languages toiih the Oriental, ja, 185; in' 
Beelen MiieeUanea, tom. 1. 296 ; and in Finkerton's BecotteetUMs 
of Paris, iL 836.— DoNce'f Uhutratumt, 

(c) These two magnificent granite columns, which adorn the 
Piazzetta of St. Mark, on the Molo or Quay, near the Dose's 
Palace, were among the trophies brousht ^ PominicoMichi^on 
his Tictorious return from Palestine m im ; and it is beUeyed 
that they were plimdered from some island in the Archipelago. 
A third pillar, which accompanied them, was sunk while landing. 
It was long before any engineer could be found sufficiently enter- 
prising to attempt to rear them, and they were left neglected on 
the quay for more than fifty years. In 1180, however, Nicolo 
Barattiero*9 a Lombard, undertook the task, and succeed^ Of 
the iHKKseBS which he employed, we are uninformed ; for SabeUico 
recoffds no more than that he took especial pains to keep the ropes 
continually wetted, while they were strainecl by the weight of the 
hu^ marbles. The Goremmeat, mors in the lavish spirit of 
Oriental bounty, than in accordance with the calculating sobrietj 
of European patronage, had promised to reward the arSiitect by 
granting whatever boon, consistent with its h^our, he might ask. 

* Doglioni fixes the erection ^ these columns in 1172, Sabd- 
liso in 1174, the common Venetian Ouide4M>oks, a lew ;f ears 
later. The Abbste OaraccioH, writes the name of the engineer 
StanattonL 
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ACT IV. 



fiOTDTB i.—vBwicB. A ecHJET OP JuarriCE.(A) 

GjUiTiJaro, SAXjkiOKOy SiXAHiQt.aiM^ others^ 

j^iiL Beadfy so plc^ise your grace. 

Dii^* I ant iofiy ^ thee ; thou art come to ansifer 
A stoBf adrerdttiy^ an inhuman wretch, 
Uitcapahle of pity, void and empty 
Fjnoiix.aiiy dram of mercy. 

jtffk I have heard 

Your grttee hath ta*cn great pains to quidify 
His rigorous course ; but since he stands obdurate, 
And that no lawful means can carry me 
Out of his envy's reach,'* I do oppose 
My patience to his fury ; and am arm'd 
To suffer, with a quietness of spirit. 
The very tyranny and rage of his. 

Duke. Go one, and call the Jew into the court. 

Grand CapU He's ready at the door : he comes, my lord. 

Enter Shtlock. 

Duike. Make room, and let him stand before our face. 
Shylock, the world thinks, and I think so, too, 



1 Magnjfiicoes^l Coryat calls the nobles of Venice Clantnmoet. 
* — envy'f reaehf] Envy, in this place, means hatred or malice. 
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m. 



That thou hat lead'st^tiOf pMkm of % m^oe ^ 

To the lasthoar of act: andliii^ %U thoiiglit 

Thou'lt show thy mercy and remoree^^ mose 8ftra^g« 

Than is thy strange a{j»arent crod^ t^ 

And where^ thou now ePE«;t'tt t^ ptnalty, 

(Which is a pound of this poor mcnrefaant'e fleth)^ 

Thou wilt not only lose the forfeiture. 

But touched with human gentleness and lo^e, 

Forgive a moiety of the principal ; 

Glancing an eye of pity o&^ bs^eni 

That have of lale, so hoddled on his baek^ 

Enough to preat a royal merchant down, (o) 

And pluck commiseration of Ms «tate 

From hrassy bosmns* and rougfx iiean#)of flint* 

From stubborn Turks and Tartars^ never tr&in'd-^ 

To offices of tender courtesy. 

We all expect a gentle answer, Jew. 

Shy. I have possessed your grace of wha(t I ptiipose ^ 
And by our holy Sabbath have I sworn, 
To have the due and forf^ of my bond : 
If you deny it, let the danger light 
Upon your charter, and your city*8 freedom. [ 

You'll ask me, why I rather choose to have ' 

A weight of carrion flesh, than to receive 
Three thousand ducats : V\\ not answer that : 
But, say, it is my humour:* la it aiwiwer'd ? - • 

What if my' house be troubled with a rat. 
And I be pleas*d to give ten thousand ducats 
To have it ban'd ? What, are you answered yet? 



8.— ^ftmiirft,]^ i^ii**, pity. 

* — apparent cruelty :] That is, seeming cruelty ; not rSaL 
,,.^-r. — where thtnt now] where ior whereas, . - / 

• — «*• rfi HPf «ijap«r /Ao/; 

i: But, ioy^ it is my hmmour ;] The Jew being asked a questioB. 

which the law does not reqture him to answer, stands upon' hiB 
right, and refuses ; but aft^wards gratifies his own malignity % 
suoh answer^ as he knovis wUl aggravate tiie pain of the enquirer. 
I will not answer, says he, as to a legal or berions questi<m,bat^ 
since you want an answer, will this 8er?e yott^—JoKNSOK. 
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fiome men there are lote not a gaping^ pig ;^ - 

Same, that are m»d if they befaoid aeat; < : ' i 

Now for y9W »ogiwer. 

As there is no firm reason to be rendered 

Why he cannot abide a gaping .pig; - 

Why he a ha«mk4is nece»Kiry cat ; 

So Gsoi I givie no reason, nor I will not. 

More than a l^'i hate, and a certam loadiing^ 

I bear Antonio, that I follow thus 

A losing swt against him. Are you answered ? 

Bas, This is no answer, thou unfeeling mka^ 
To excuse the current of thy cra^r. 

Shy, I am not boood !• pwawtliCT wife my answer. 

Sat. DoattHiniiiKtIietiihigs Uieydonotlove? 

JSkf, HiltWiai^ man the tiling he would not kill ? 

Jftw» Every offence is not a hate at&rst. 

JShi/. What, would*st thou have a serpent sting thee twice? 

Ant I pray you, thiqk you question with the Jew.^ 
Tou may as well go stimd upoBr the beltdh. 
And bid the maiuiflood bate his usual height; 
Yea nity as well use question, with the wolfy 
Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb ^ 
Tou may as weU forbid the mountain pines 
To wag their high tops, and to make no noise, 
When they are fretted wiUi the gusts of heaven ; 
Tou may as well do anything most hard. 
As seek to soften that (than which what's harder?) 
His Jewish heart :-— Therefore, I do beseech you. 
Make no more offers^ use no further means, 

'f '^•^-^ n gapmtf pig ;"] By a gaping pig, Shakespeare, I believe, 
meant a pig prepared for me taUe « for in that state is the epithet, 
gaping^ most applicable to this anim^. So, in Fletcher's Eldtr 
Brothtr — 

^ And they stand gaping like a roasted pig J* 

A passage in one T)f Nashe's pamphlets (which perhaps fur* 
nished our author with his instance), may serve to confirm the 
fibservation : '* The causes conductii^p unto wrath are as diverse 
as Ihe actions of a man's life* Some will take on like a madman, . 
H they see a pig come to th* tahle. Sotericus, the surgeon, was 
eholerick at thesiffht of sturaeon/' &o. Piine PttmyUsm his Siy^^ 
pUeatioH to the Devil, 1592. — Maloke, 

9 ^^-^ ^ettioH with ihi Jiw.l To question is to converse* 
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But, with all brief ifmd plaiii oonveixieiioj; . v;. . : 

'Let me have judgment, aodtiie Jew his win. 

£a8. For thy three thousand ducatfffaa:eiiDe'i&i 

Shff. li 
Were in i 
I would n 

Duke.] f 

Shy. V 
You have 
Which, li] 
You use i 
Because } 
Let them 
Why swe 
Be made i 
Be season 

The slaves are oure : — So do I answer you. 
The pound of flesh, which I demand of him. 
Is dearly bought; 'tis mine, and I will have it; 
If you deny me, fie upon your law! 
There is no force in the decrees of Venice: 
I stand for judgment : answer ; shall I have it ? 

Duke. Upon my power, I may dismiss this courts 
Unless Bellario, a learned doctor. 
Whom I have sent for to determine this. 
Come here to day. 

Grand Capt My lord, here stays without 
A messenger, with letters from the doctor. 
New come from Padua.^ 

Duke. Bring us the letters :— Call the messenger, 

Bae. Good cheer, Antonio ! What, man ! courage yet ! 
The Jew shall have my flesh, blood, bones, and all. 
Ere thou shalt lose for me one drop of blood. V 

Ant. I am a tainted wether of the flock, 
l^eetest for death ; the weakest kind of fruit 
Drops earliest to the ground, and so let me : 
You cannot better be employed, Bassanio, 
Than to live still, and write mine epitaph. 

Enter Nekissa, dressed like a hwyer^s elerk. 

Duke. Came you from Padua, from BeUario ? 

* Padua 18 the place of education for the civil law in Italy* 
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iHk wa^ i^iBicpiAm of Yxsicm. r{^«r* 

Ifer. frombotb> lay lord; BeBaxio^ceetajourfnoe. 

Bos. Wh^ doBttiiMjL whet thj k&ijCe so eanies^jr? 

Shy. To c«t tbe &iiBt:fi»miiiat bankniptlbeif. 

G'ra. Can no prag^o^ piai^ee thee ? 

Shy. No, none that thon hast wit enough to make. 

i^a. O, l)e thou damn'd inexorable dog ! 
And for thy life let jofitlce be accus'd. ' ^ 

Thou almost makst me waver in my faith. 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras, ' 
That souls pf animals infuse themselves 
Into the trunks of men : thy currish spirit 
Governed a wol{^ who, hanged for himian slaughter. 
Even from'tihe gallows did his fell soul fleets 
And whilst thou lay'st in thy unhallow'd diun, 
Infus'd itself in 'j,hee.; for thy desires 
Are wolfish, bloiody, starvM, and ravenous. 

Shy. Till Uiou can^st rail the seal ifrom off my bond. 
Thou but o^end'st thy hmgs to speak so ioud^ 
Repair thy wit, ^good youth ; or it wiA fall 
To curelesrroinw'— I stand here for law, 

Duk0. This letter from Bellario doth oommend 
A young and learned doctor to our court :^-* 
Where is he ? ■ • 

Ner, He attendeth here hard by, -> 

To know your answer, whether you'll admit him. 

Duke. With all my heart :- — some three or four of yoi 
Go give him courteous conduct to this place. — - 
Meantime, the court ^all hear Bellario*s letter, 

[Herald rtetU,'] **YourgxflQe shallmidevstaiidithat, at tiiexe^e^ 
of 3rour letter,* 1 am very aick ;^ but that in tne instant that jaux 
messenger camejin lo'^g visitation was with me a ypnng-dficibi 
of Borne j his name is !Ba(thasar i I acquainted him with the c^u^ 
in controversy between-^ the Jew and Antonio, the merchant 9 we 
turned o'er many books together) he is fumiidied with^niy 
opinion; I which,jbetter'd with his own learning ^the s^reatnass 
whereof X cannor enough commend)|[ comes with hmi. at my im« 
portunityjjto fill up your grace's ^request in my stead.* I beseech 
you{ let his lack of years be no unpediment to let him lack a 
reverend estimation I for I never knew so youqg a body with so 
old a head, j I leave nim to your gracious acceptances whose trial 
shall better publii^ his commendation,'! ^ 
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' Jhike. You hear the learned BeUario, what he writes : 
And here, I take it, is the doctor come. 

Enter Pobtia, dressed like a Doctor t>f Laws. . 

Give me your hand: Came you^om old BeUario^ 

For, I did, my lord. 

Duke. You are welcome : take your place. 
Are you acqudnted with the difference 
That holds this present question in the court ? 

Por. I am informed throughly of the cause. 
Which is the merchant here, and which the Jew? 

Duke, Antonio and old Shylock, hoth stand forth, 

Por. Is your name Shylock ? 

Shy. ghylock is my name. 

Por. Of a strange nature is the suit you follow ; 
Yet in such rule that the Venetian law 
Cannot impugn you,^° as you do proceed. — 
You stand within his danger," do you not? 

\To Anxoitio. 

Ant. Ay, so he says. 

For. Do you confess the bond ? 

Ant. I do. 

For. Then must the Jew be merciful. 

Shy. On what compulsion must I ? Tell me that. 

For. The quality of mercy is not strain'd ;" 
It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven- 
Upon Uie place beneath :/ it is twice bless'd ; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes : 
^Tis mightiest in the mightiest : it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown ;\ 
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, \ 
The attribute to awe and majesty, 
Wherem doth sit the dread and fear of kings ; 



10 Cannot impugn you^l To impugn, is to oppose, to controTert«^ 

^^ Tou ttand within his dangtrf] Id est, within his power^-wiUuii 
Ms reach or control. 

^' The quality of mtrey is not strairid;"] ** Mercy is seasonable in 
Ihe ti^nft of iifflietion,Las clouds of tain in the time of drought/' 
h-Pcclesiasticusxxxv.,'ao, ' ^ « 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



But meircy is abote t his tlce|)tlr^ Bway, 

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings. 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And ear&ljr power doth then &ow Bkest'Soffs 

When mercy seasons justiee. Therefore, Jew» 

Though justice be thy plea, consider this — 

That in the course of Justice, none of us 

Should see salvation : we* do pray for nier<[y.; 

And that same pn^yer doth teach us all to render 

The deeds of toercy. I have spoke thus much, 

To mitigate the justice df thy plea ; 

WUch if thou follow, this strict court of T^nice 

Muirneeds give sentence '^[ain^ the merchant ther^* 

JShy. My deeds upon n^ynead ! I crave the law, 
The penalty and forfett of my bond. 

For, Is he not able to discharge the monc^ ? 

Bos. Yes, here I tender it for hitn in the couft ; 
Yea, thrice the sum : if that will not suffice, 
I will be bound to pay it ten times o*er, 
X)ti fotfeit of my hands, my head, my heart: 
If this will^not Buffice, it must appear 
That malice bears down truth." And I beseech jou. 
Wrest once the law to your authority : 
To do a great right to do a little wrong; 
And curb this cruel devil of his will. 

For. It must not be; there fenopower in Venice 
Can alter a decree established : 
'Twill be recorded for a prec^eilt ; 
And many an error, by the same example, 
Will rush into the state.; it cannot be. 

Shy. A Daniel come to judgment ! yea, a Daniel t 
P wise young judge, how do I Jionour thee'! 

For. I pray ^ou, let me look unon the bond. 

Shy. Here- *tis, most reverend aoctor,iiere it is. 

For. Shylock, there's thrice thy money offered thee. 

Shy. An oath, an oath, I have an oath in heaven : 
fflnOl 1 lay perjury upon my soul ? 
Wo, not for Tcnice. 

• f3 ^..^^maUoe h§ars down truth,] Malice fl^pX€MeB:llOn{C|tgrs> #. 
rue inan in old language is an lotuit nuDW 
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For. Why, this bond is forfeit; 

And lawfully by this the Jew may claim 
A pound of flesh, to be by him cut off 
Nearest the merchant's heart :•— Be merciful ; 
Take thrice thy money ; bid me tear the bond. 

Shy, When it is paid according to the tenour. 
It doth appear you are a worthy judge ; 
You know the law, your exposition 
Hath been most sound : I charge you by the law, 
Whereof you are a well-deserving pillar, 
Proceed to judgment : by my soul I swear. 
There is no power in the tongue of man 
To alter me : I stay here on my bond. 

Ant Most heartily I do beseech the court 
To give the judgment. 

For. Why then, thus it is : 

You must prepare your bosom for his knife. 

Shy. O noble judge ! O excellent young man ! 

For. For the intent and purpose of the law 
Hath full relation to the penalty, 
Which here appeareth due upon the bond. 

Shy, 'Tis veiy true : O wise and upright judge ! 
How much more elder art thou than thy lo<^ ! 

For. Therefore, lay bare your bosom. 

Shy. Ay, his breast : 

So says the bond ; — Doth it not, noble judge ? — 
Nelarest Us heart, those are the very words. 

For. It is so. Are there balance here to weigh 
The flesh ? 

Shy. I have them ready. 

For. Have by -some surgeon, Sbylock, on your charge. 
To stop his wounds, lest he should bleed to death. 

S^. Is it so nominated in the bond ? 

For. It is not so expressed ; but what of that ? 
'Twere good you do so much for charity. 

Shy. I cannot And it ; 'tis not in the bond. 

For. Come, merchant, have you anything to say ? 

Ani. Butiiiitb; I am atm*d and well prepared.* 
Oive;Die jour; hand, BaMsmio ; £ire you weU ! 
Grisve^ftotilntt'I am :fidka'tathi&il^y<Ki; 
For herein fortune shows herself more kind 
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Than is her custom : it is still her use. 
To let the wretched man outlive his wealth. 
To view with hollow eye acnd wrinkled brow, 
*An age of poverty : from which lingering penance 
Of such a misery doth she cut me off. 
Commend me to your honorable wife : 
Tell her the process of Antonio's end ; 
Say, how I lov'd you, speak me fair in death ; 
And, when the tsJe is told, bid her be judge 
Whether Bassanio had not once a love. 
Repent not you that you shall lose your friend, 
And he repents not that he pays your debt ; 
For, if the Jew do cut but deep enough, 
I'll pay it instantly with all my heart. 

Bai, Antonio, I am married to a wife. 
Which is as dear to me as life itself ; 
But life itself, my wife, and all the world. 
Are not with me esteemed above thy life ; 
I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all 
Here to this devil, to deliver you. 

Gra. I have a wife, whom J protest I love ; 
I would she were in heaven, so she could 
Entreat some power to change this currish Jew. 

S/ty, These be the Christian husbands: I hare a 
daughter ; 
Would any of the stock of Barrabas" 
Had been her husband, rather than a Chnstian! [Aside^ 
We trifle time ; I pray thee pursue sentence. 

Por, A pound of that same merchant's flesh is thine ; 
The court awards it, and the law doth give it. 

Shy, Most rightful judge ! 

Por. And you must cut this flesh from off his breast ! 
The law allows it, and the court awards it. 

Shy. Most learned judge! — A sentence; come, prepare. 

Por. Tarry a little ; — ^there is something else.— 
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood ; 



" Barrhbas] Shakespeare seems to have followed the 

pronunciation of the name of this robber usual to the Theatre, 
barrabas being soimded Barabas throughout Marlowe's Jew of 
Malta. 
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llie words expressly are a pound of flesh : 

Then take thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh ; 

Buty in the cutting it» if thou dost shed 

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods 

Are, by the laws of Venice, confiscate 

Unto the state of Venice. 

CVa. O upright judge I — ^Mark, Jew! — O learned judge ! 

Shi/. Is that the law? 

Par. l^yself shall see the act; 

For, as thou urgest justice, be assured 
Thou shalt have justice more than thou desir'st. 

Gra. O learned judge I — ^Mark Jew;— a learned judge ! 

Shy. I take his offer, then, — ^pay the bond thrice, 
And let the Christian go. 

£08. Here is the money. 

Por. Soft. 
The Jew shall have all justice ; — soft ; — no haste ;— 
He shall have nothing but the penalty. 

Gra. O Jew ! an upright judge, a learned judge ! 

For. Therefore, prepare thee to cut off the fledi.(D) 
Shed thou no blood ; nor cut thou less, nor more. 
But just a pound of flesh : if thou tak'st more. 
Or less, than a just poimd,— be it but so much 
As makes it light or heavy in the balance. 
Or the division of the twentieth part 
Of one poor scruple, — nay, if the scale do turn 
But in the estimation of a hair,— 
Thou diest, and all thy goods are confiscate. 

Gra. A second Daniel, a Daniel, Jew ! 
Now, infidel, I have thee on the hip. 

Por. Why doth the Jew pause ? take thy forfeiture. 

Shy. Give me my principal, and let me go. 

£as. I have it ready for thee ; here it is. 

Por. He hath refus'd it in the open court ; 
He shall have merely justice, and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniel, stiU say I ; a second Daniel ! — 
I thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall I not barely have my principal ? 

Por. Thou shalt have notiiing but the forfeiture,, • 
To be so taken at thy peril, Jew. 
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Shy. Why then the devil gire him goadro^ifei 
I'll stay, no longer question. 

Par. TanTV Jeiir ; 

The law hath yet another hold? on you. 

It is enacted in the laws of Venice,— 

If it he proved against an alien, 

That hy direct or indirect attempts 

He seek the life of any citizen, 

The party 'gainst the which he doth contrive 

Shall seize one half his goods ; the other half 

Gomes to the privy coflfer of the state ; 

And the offender's life lies in the mercy 

Of the duke only, 'gainst all other voice. 

In which predicament, I say, thou stand* st : 

For it appears by manifest proceeding, 

That, indirectly, and directly, too, 

Thou hast contriv'd against the very life 

Of the defendant ; and thou hast incurred 

The danger formerly by me rehears'd. i 

Down, therefore, and beg mercy of the duke. 

Gra. Beg that thou may'st have leave to hang thysdf : 
And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to the state^ 
Thou hast not left the value of a. cord ; 
Therefore, thou must be hang'd at the state's charge. 

Duke. That thou shalt see the di£ference of our spirit, 
I pardon thee thy life before thou ask it : 
Por half thy wealth, it is Antonio's ; 
The other half comes to the general state, 
Which humbleness may drive imto a fine. 

Por. Ay, for the state ;^' not for Antonio. 

S&y. Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that : 
You take roy house, when you do take the prop 
That doth sustain my house ; you take my life, 
When you do take the means whereby I live* 

Por. What mercy can you render him, Antonio ? 

Gra. A halter gratis ; nothing else, for Heaven's sake. : 

Ant. So please my lord the duke, and all the court, 
To quit th^ fine for one half of his goods ; 

1* Ay, for th& naU;"] That is, the State's moiety may be com-, 
muted for a fine, but not Antonio's. 
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I am content, sa he witt l^t ipe have 

The other haJf in i)s^/' to repder it, 

Upon his death, unto the ^ntleman 

That lately stole hi« daughter ; 

Two things provided more,— That for t^ farour. 

He presently become a Christian ; 

The ctfiw, diathe do record a^ 

Here in the couit^ of all h» dies possesa'd. 

Unto his son Lorenzo and his daughter. 

Duke. He shall do this ; or else I do recant 
The pardon that I late pronounced her8» 

For. Art thou contented, Jew ? What dost thou say ? 

Sht/» I am ooQtent 

Par. Clerk, draw a deed of gift. 

Shy. I pray you give me leave to go &om hence : 
I am not well ; send the deed i^ter me, 
And I will sign it 

Duke. Oat thee gone, but do it. 

Gra. In christening, thou shalt have two godfaUiers ; 
Had I been judge, tlu>u should'st have had ten more,^^ 
To bring thee to the gallows, not to the font [JSat SktXiOOI:, 

Duke. Sir, I entreat you witli me home to dinner. 

Por. I humbly do desire your grace of pardon. 
I must away this night toward Padua ; 
And it is moet I present^ set forth. 

Duke. I am sorry that your leisure serves you not 
Antonio, gn^tify ti^ gentleman ; 
For, in my mind, yom are much bound to him. 

lUxewU Dirxs, Moffuificoee^ and Jhm. 

Bmii Most woBlhy gentleman, I and my fdexvi. 
Have by your wisdom been this day acquitted 
Of grievous penalties ; in Heu whereof^ 
Three thousand ducats, due unto the Jew, 
We freely cope your courteous pains. widML 
. Jki. And stand indebted, over and above. 
In love and servioe to you evermore. 

" 2%« other half in ute,] Let hitt have it at interest during the 
J ews life, to i;ender it on his death to Lorenso. 

" thou ihouUTti kav* had tm mar$A Id ut, a jury of ho^ 

men, to eondemn thee to be hanged. jury^i nptiff 
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Por. He is well paid that is well satisfied: 
And I, delivering you, am satisfied, . 
And therein do account myself well paid ; 
My mind was never yet more mercenaiy. 
I pray you know me, when we meet again ; 
I wish you well, and so I take my leave. 

Bos. Dear Sir, of force I must attempt you further; 
Take some remembrance of us, as a tribute. 
Not as a fee : grant me two things, I pray you. 
Not to deny me, and to pardon me. 

Par. You press me far, and therefore I will yield. 
Give me your gloves, I'll wear them for your sake ; 
And, for your love, I'll take this ring from you : — 
Do not draw back your hand ; Til take no more ; 
And you in love shall not deny me this. 

£as. This ring, good Sir, — alas, it is a trifie ; 
I will not shame myself to give you this. 

Por. I will have nothing else but only this ; 
And now, methinks, I have a mind to it 

Bas. There's more depends on this than on the value« 
The dearest ring in Venice will I give you. 
And find it out by proclamation ; 
Only for this I pray you pardon me. 

Por, I see. Sir, you are liberal in ofiers : 
You taught me first to beg ; and now, methinks. 
You teadi me how a beggar should be answer'd. 

JBas. Good Sir, this ring was given me by my wife i 
And when she put it on, she made me vow 
lliat I should neither sell, nor give, nor lose it 

Por. That 'scuse serves many men to save Uieir gifts^ 
An if your wife be not a mad woman. 
And know how well I have deserv'd this ring. 
She would not hold out enemy for ever. 
For giving it to me. Well, peace be with you f 

[Exeunt Pobtia and Nebis8A« 

•^n/. My lord Bassanio, let him have the ring ; 
Let his deservings, and my love withal. 
Be valued 'gainst your wife's conmiandment 

Bos. Gk), Gratiano, run and overtake him ; 
Give him the ring ; and bring him, if thou can'st, 
UntoAntonio'shousc! -^away/makebaste, [JSbVGsAXlAKO^ 
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Come, you and I will thither presently ; 

And in the morning early will we botL 

Fly toward Belmont: Come, Antonio, lExeuni. 

Scene H.— VENICE. THE FOSCARI GATE OF 
THE DUCAL PALACE, LEADING^ TO 
THE GIANT'S STAIRCASE. 

Enter Pobiia and Nebissa. 

Por» Inquire the Jew's house out, give him tlus deed^ 
And let him sign it ; we'll away to-night, 
And be a day before our husbands home : 
This deed wul be well welcome to Lorenzo. 

j&iter Geatiano. 

Ora. Fdr Sir, you are well overtaken : 
My lord Bassanio, upon more advice,^ 
Hath sent you here this ring ; and doth entreat 
Tour company at dinner. 

Por. That cannot be : 

This ring I do accept most thankflilly, 
And so, I pray you, tell him : Furthermore, 
I pray you, show my youth old Shylock's house. 

Cfra. That will I do. 

Ner. Sir, I would speak with you :— 

I'll s^ if I can get my husband's ring, [7b PobxU. 

Which I did miULC him swear to keep for ever. 

Par. Thou ma3r'st, I warrant. We shall have old 
swearing,^' 
That they did give the rings away to men ; 
But we'll outface them, and outswear them, too. 
Awa^, make haste ; thou know'st where I will tany. 

JV«r. Come, good Sir, will you show me to this house? 

lEeeunL 

w — ii^»ofi more adviee,] Id M, upon more reflection. 
^* — oU ncearmfff] Of this once common augmentatiTe itt 
colloquial language there are various instances in our autiior* 

END OF ACS F0T7BTB* 
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HISTOBICAL NOTES TO ACT FOURTIt 



(a) This scene leprasaBtsthe Sala del Preg&di, or Hall of the Se- 
natoias. In Yenice ihe tribunal for criimnal cases was coiAposed of 
forty ym^^gatf ordinarily presided over by one of three selpef tied 
from ue Council of the Doge, and draughted for the most past, if 
not wholly, from thi& memWs of the Senate. The l>oge, who 
on all occasions was attended by his- particular officers, nad the 
right of sitting in the councils, or on the tribunal. The authority 
for the six senators in red) 0>xi this scene) is taken from the picture 
at Hampton Court Palace, where the Doge of Yenice,. in stalie^ is 
receiying Sir Henry Wootton, ambassador from Xames the "Firsts 
llie picture is by Odoardo lialletti, better Icnown as an engra^Kir 
than as a paintex» and who was.liTing at Yeniiee when ^^fiBeary^ 
Wootton was ambassador there. 

(b) The first Do£(e, or Duke of Yenice, was Paolo Luca AnafiMto, 
elected A.D. 697, and the last was Luigi ManiAi^ who yioldeditha 
city, which had just completed the eleventh century of ita^swQry^ 
to the TictorioiLS arms of Buonaparte, in 1797. 

(o) We are not to imagine the word roytU to be onJjra raalj^g, 
sounding epithet. It is used with great propriety, and shows the 
poet iEelJ«acq.uaaMed with the history of the people whom he heise. 
Drinjm.upon? the stage. For when liae Fiench and Yenetians, fior 
the TOgihning of the thirteenth century, had; won Consftaiitinnple^ 
the French, imder the Emperor Henvy, endeavoured tx> extend 
thflir eonquests into tiie provinces of the Gboecian Empire on the 
Terra firma; while the Venetiaas, who were masters of the se«^. 
gave liberty to any aulgects of the republic, who would fit oi£ 
vessels, to make themselves masters of the isles of liie Aichipclagoi 
and other maritime places ; and to eigoy their conquj^ta iasQCier 
rei^ty:oniy doing homage to the republic for thei< several 
priaoipalkieB By virtue of this licence, the Sanudi, the Justi- 
niftnii,. the Grimaldi, the Summaripi, and others, all Yenetian 
merchants, erected principalities in several places of the Archi- 
pelago (which their descendants eijoyed for many generations}, 
and thereby became truly and properly r<^al merchants, whiAh 
indeed.'waa the tiHe generally given tnem all over Europe. Heaoe« 
the niost ^niiMnt at our own merchants (while puoHck spirit 
resided amongst them, and before it was aped by faction), were 
called royal merchants.^'WarlfurUm, 
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This epithet was in oxir poet's time more striking and better 
imderstQ^ because Gresham was then commonly mgnifted with 
the title of the royal merchant, — Johuson, 

(p) This judgment is related hj Oracian, the celebrated Spanish 
Jesuit, in his Aro, with a reflection at the conclusion of it : — 

« The yiyacity of that great Ttoke enters into competition with 
that of Solomon : a Jew pretended to cut an ounce of the flesh of 
a Christian upon a penalty of usury ;, he urged it to the Prince, 
'widi as much obstmaoy, as p^diousness- towards GK>& Tlte 
great Judge commanded a pair of scales to be brought, threat- 
ening the Jew with death if ne cut either more or less : And this 
was to give a sharp decision to a malicious process, and to the 
world a miracle of subtilty.** — The Hero, p. 24; &c. 

Gregorio Leti, in his L^e of 8ixtu» V,, has a similar story. The 
papacy of Siztus began in 1583. He died Aug. 29, l6dO.-^Steevem^ 
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ACT V. 

ScJBKB I.— BELMONT. AVENUE TO PORTIA'S 
HOUSE, 

JSnier Lobenzo and Jessica. 

Lor. The moon shines bright : — ^In such a night as this. 
When the sweet wind did gently kiss the trees. 
And they did make no noise,— in such a night, 
Troilus, methinks, mounted the Trojan walls^ 
And sigh'd his soul toward the Grecian tents, 
Where Gressid lay that night. 

Jes. In such a night 

Did young Lorenzo swear he lov'd me well ; 
Stealing my soul with many vows of faith, 
And ne'er a true one. 

Lor. lu such a night, 

Did pretty Jessica, like a little shrew. 
Slander her love, and he forgave it her. 

Jes. I would out-night you, did no body come : 
But, hark, I hear the footing of a man. 

^ter Balthazab. 

Zor. Who comes so hst in silence of the night ? 

jBa/« A friend. 

Lor. A friend? what friend? your name, I pray you. 
Mend. 

BaL Balthazar is my name : and I bring word. 
My mistress will before the break of day 
Be here at Belmont. 
I pray you, is my master yet returned ? 

Lor. He is not, nor we have not heard from him.— 
But go we in, I pray thee, Jessica, 
And ceremoniously let us prepare 
Some welcome for the mistress of the house. 
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Enter Laxtkcslot. 

Lau. Sola, sola, wo ha, ho, sola, sola. 

Lor. Who calls ? 

Lau. Sola! Did you see master Lorenzo, and mistress 
Lorenzo ? sola, sola 

Lor. Leave holloing, man ; here. 

Lau, Sola! where? where? 

Lor. Here. 

Lau, Tell him, there's a post come from my master, with 
his horn full of good news ; my master will he here ere 
morning. [Extt 

Lor. My fnend Balthazar, signify, I pray you. 
Within the house, your mistress is at lumd : 
And hring your music forth into the air. [Exit BaltkazkM, 
How sweet the moon-light sleeps upon this hank I 
Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music 
Creep in our ears : soft stillness, and the night. 
Become the touches of sweet harmony. 
Sit, Jessica. Look how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines^ of hright gold. 
There's not the smallest orb which thou behold^st 
But in his motion like an angel sings. 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubins : 
Such harmony is in immortal souls. 
But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly dose it in, we cannot hear it.«- 

Eni&r MvsiciAKS. 
GLEE.* 

It was a lover and his lass. 
With a hey and a ho, and a hey nonino ; 

That o'er the green com fields did pass, 
In the spring- time, the pretty spring time. 

When birds do sinff, hey ding-a-mng, ding :-* 

Sweet lovers love the spring. 

1 -«~ jNtfuutt <if bright ffold.'] A patine is the small flat dish or 
plate used with the chalice in the sendee of the altar. In the 
time of popery, and probably in the following age, it was eom- 
monly made of gold. 

2 Sung by Miss Pools, Miss Lbfflbb, Mr. T. Yoxriro, Mr. J. 
CoLLBTT, and Mr. WAXiLWonTH.— From A$ Tcu Lik* It, Act v., 
Scenes. - 
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And therefore talce the present time, 

With a hey tod alio, and a hey nonino ; 
For love is crownriL imk ^e porime 
In the spring-time, the pretty spring time, 
When birds do sing, hey di]4;-a^ding, ding :— 
Sweet lovers Idve the spring. 

Jes. I am never merry when I hear sweetmuBic. 

Lor. The reason is your spirits are attentive : 
Fdrdo but note a wild and wanton herd, 
If 4my air of music touch tiieir ean, 
YiOU iihall perceive them make a mutual stand, 
Their savage eyes tunfd toa modest -gaie, 
Bj the sweet power of music. .Thereto^, the poet 
Efdjftign thiKt Chpheus drew treesyfttonta, aud^ocdB; 
Since nought : so aitQckiriii,luurd, and full of i»ge. 
But music for the tune doth' obmgeihis nature: 
The man thatMth.iu>:monc m hmoself^ 
Nor is not mov'd with .concord icf Bwcet'souuds, 
Is fit for treasons, Bt8atagemB«^and spoik.; 
The motions of his spirit ace dull ^as lugfat^ 
And his affectunis dads as Erdius : 
Let no such man be trustBd««*-^d«rk the musux 

JEnter Pobiia andlfcBKSBSkfMi m^tame. 

Por, That light we see cis burning in. u^ halL 
How far that little caudle throws his beams! 
So shines a good deed iai&iunigl% wnrld. Music ! hark I 

Ner. It is your music, madam, c^ the house. 

Por. Nothing is good, I see, without I'espect^ 
Methinks it soimCte much sweeter ihani)y day. 

Ner. Silence befttows Ihiit .virtue on it, inadam^ 

{Mm&f teases. 

Por. How many things by.afason- go w wu ^d ure 
To their right ,prais^y^nd true perfeotionl — 

Xor. Ihatlifi.the v(uee» 

OrXam^iBudi dsaeiv^-of iPottia. 



^M0kkg fit footf, ^ He,^wiH^9tur9spett;] 'Ndt'absohitely' godd 
but lelatively good, as it is modified by circumstances. 
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For, He knows me, m the blind man knows the ctnkeo. 
By the bad voice. 

Lor, Dear kd.y, welcome home. 

For. We have been praying for our husbands' w«lftre, 
Which speed, we hofte, the better for our wdrds. 
Are they retum'd ? 

I/>r. Madam, they are not yet ; 

But there is come a messenger before. 
To signify their coming. 

For. , Goiin, Nerissa,; 

Give order to my servants, fthat> they take 
No note at all of our being absent benee>; 
Nor you,4«oreBKo ;*-4re8sioa, nor you. 

[A i rmip$t samnh;^ 

Lor. Your husbfuid » at kand ; J bear his trumpet: 
We are no tell-tales, madam^ foaryea:not. 

JErUer BAflSdlKio, A^CEoirio, Gjlaxi^xo, and^keir MUomrs. 

For. You are welcome home, my lord. 

Bos. I thank you, madam : give welcome to my Mend.^ 
This is the man, this is Antonb, 
To whom I am so in&iitely bound. 

For. You should in all sense be much bound'to lum, 
For, as I hear, lie was much'boimd foir you. 

Ant. No more^han 1 am well acqtutted 6f. 

For, Sir, you «re very welcome to our house': 
It must appear in c^er wiiys tban vrords. 
Therefore, Z scant ibis breathing courtesy ^^ 

[Gbatiano <md NsBissA^Mm^ to talk qfioiri. 

Ora. By yoefUr>nMOB,.I swear you doone wroig; 
In faith, I gave 'it |to^&er jsdge's derk : 
Would he were -iMuig'd that iiad it, for my . pactf 
Since you^4dLe it> lofVCt bo much at lunrt 

For. A qaamliio, already ? What's the matter? 

Ora. About a hoop of gold, a paltry ring 
That she did give to me ; whose posy was 



4 tint brtaikmg conHfiy.] This verbal com plh n ent a T y form, 

made up only of breath, •*. ««, words. 
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For all the world, like cutler's poetry ^ 
Upon a knife, * Lwe me^ and leave me not! 

Ner. What talk you of the posy, or the value ? 
You swore to me, when I did give it you, 
That you would wear it till the hour of death ; 
And that it should lie with you in your grave ; 
Though not for me, yet for your vehement oaths. 
You should have been respective,* and have kept it* 
Gave it a judge's clerk ! — ^but well I know. 
The clerk will ne'er wear hair on's face that had it. 

Chra. He will, an if he live to be a man. 

Ner, Ay, if a woman live to be a man. 

Gra. Now, by this hand, I gave it to a youth,—* 
A kind of boy ; a little scrubbed boy,'' 
No higher than thyself, the judge's clerk ; 
A prating boy, that begg'd it as a fee ; 
I could not for my heart deny it him, 

Por. You were to blame, I must be plwn with you, 
To part so slightly with your wife's first gift : 
A, thing stuck on with oaths upon your finger^ 
And so riveted with faith unto your flesh. 
I gave my love a ring, and made him swear 
Never to part with it ; and here he stands,— 
I dare be sworn for him, he would not leave it. 
Nor pluck it from his finger, for the wealth 
That the world masters. Now, in faith, GratianOy 
You ^ve your wife too unkind a cause of grief; 
An 'twere to me, I should be mad at it. 

Bas, Why, I were best to cut my left liand off. 
And swear, I lost the ring defending it. [Aside, 

Gra. My lord Bassanio gave his ring away 
Unto the judge that begg'd it, and, indeed, 
Deserv'd it, too ; and then the boy, his cl^k. 
That took some pains in writing, he begg'd mine: ' 
And neither man, nor master, would take aught 
But the two rings. 

6 likt eutl«r*i poetry] Knives were formerly insexibed, by 

means of aqua fordfi, vrnti short sentences in distich. 
• -*— f«i!pec/i»«,] Begardtul. 
^ — ^ a UttU icrubbed boy,] A stiknted boy. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



■QBKB I.] THE MMICHANT OF VENICE. 81 

For, ' What ring gfaVe you, my lord j 

Not that, I hope, wlach you receivVi of nae^ 

Ba9. If I Qould add a lie unto a fault, 
I would deny it ; but you see, my finger 
Hath not the ring upon it^ it is gcme. 

Par. Even so void is your false heart of truth. 
Bv heaven, I will ne'er come in your sight 
Until I see tlie ring. 

Ner. Nor I in yours, 

Till I again see mine. 

Bos. Sweet Portia, 

If you did know to whom I gave the ring. 
If you did know for whpm I gave the ring. 
And would conceive for what X gave the ring. 
And how unwillingly I left the ring. 
When nought wodd be accepted but the ring, 
You would abate the strength of your displeasure* 

Por. If you had known the virtue of the ring, 
Or half her worthiness that gave the ring. 
Or your own honour to contain the ring, 
You would not then have parted with tiie ring. 
What man is there so much unreasonable, 
If you had pleased to have defended it 
With any terms of zeal, wanted the modesty 
To urge the thing held as a ceremony? 
Nerissa teaches me what to believe ; 
ril die for't, but some woman had the ring. 

BtM, No, by mine honour, madam, by my soul, 
No woman had it, but a civil doctor. 
Which did refuse three thousand ducats of me, 
And begg'd the ring; the which I did deny him, ' 
And suSer'd him to go displeas'd away ; 
Even he that had held up the very life ^ 

Of my dear friend. What shoidd I say, sweet lady } 
I was enforc'd to send it after him. 
Had you been there, I think you would have begged 
The ring of me to give the worthy doctor. 

Por. Let not that doctor e'er come near my house : 
Since he hath got the jewel that I loVd, 
And that which you did swear to keep for me, 
I will become as liberal as you. 
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Ant I am the uohappj subject of these quarrels. 

Par. Sir, grieve not you; youare welcome notwithstanding^ 

Bos. Portia, forgive me this enforced wrong ; 
And in the hearing of these many friends, 
I swear to thee, even by thine own fair eyes, 
I never more will Ibreak ah oath with thee. 

Ant I once did lend my body for his wealth ; * 
Which, but for him that had your husband's ring, 

[2b POBTIA. 
Had quite miscarried: I dare be bound agun, 
My soul upon the forfeit, that your lord 
Will never more break f^th advisedly. 

Par. Then you shall be his surety : give him this ; 
And bid him keep it better than the other* 

Ant Here, lord Bassanio ; swear to keep this ring. 

Bas. By heaven it is the same I gave the docti« ! 

Por. I had it of him : pardon me^ Bassanio. 

Ner. And pardon me, my gentle Gratiano ; 
For that same scrubbed boy, the doctor's clerk. 
Did give me this. 

Gra. Why this is like the mending of highwi^s 
In summer, when the ways are fair enough. 

Pw, Tou are all amaz'd : 
Here is a letter, read it at your leisure ; 
It comes from Padua, from Bellario : 
There you shall find, that Portia was the doctor; 
Nerissa there, her ^erk : liorenzo here 
Shall witness, I set forth as soon as you. 
And but e'en now retum'd ; I have not yet 
Enter'd my house.— Antonio, you are welcome ; 
And I have better news in store for you 
Than you expect: ui^seal this lett^ soon. 
There you shall find three of your argosies 
Are richly come to harbour suddenly : 
You shall not know by what strange accident 
I chanced on this letter. 

Ba9. Were you the doctor, and I knew you not ? 



^ — ^ lonee did lend my body for k!$ wealth;'] Id est,, for his ad-, 
vantage — ^to obtain his happinees; wealth was, at that time, tiie 
term opposed to advereity or cakumiy. 
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Ora. Were you the clerk, and I knew you not? 

AfU. Sweet lady, you have given me l^fe, and living ; 
For here I read for certain, that my ships 
Are safely come to road. 
- Por* How now, Lorenaso ? 

My d^k has somie good coinfi>rts too iix you. 

Ner. Ay, and 111 give them him without a fee.— 
There do I give to you Jessica, 
From the rich Jew a special deed of gift, 
After his death, of all he dies possessed of. 

Lor, Fair ladies, you drop manna in the way of starved 
people. 

Por. It is almost morning, 

.And yet I am sure 3rou are not satisfied 
Of these events at full: Let us go in ; 
And charge us there upon inter'gatoiies,^° 
And we will answer all things faithfully. \ExeunU 



inter* gaumei,] A contraction of interrogatories. 



IH£ END. 
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At a Teiy early period, Venice liad begun to trade with Con- 
stantinople and we Leyant, and though subjected to formidable 
competition from the Fisans and Genoese, succeeded in engrossing 
the far largest share of the traffic of the East. The Crusades now 
commenced, and giying lucrative empldyment to their shipping in 
the conyeyance of troops, and the munitions of wir, greatiy 
increased both their wealth and power, and enabled them to make 
large additions to their territory. In early times, the Doges had 
been elected by the popular voice, and held their office by a very 
precarioTis tenure ; lor, in the case of any reverse or eeneral dis- 
satisfaction from anj other cause, they were not omy deposed^ 
but often lost their hves, either by open violence, or assassination. 
The disorders thtis occasioned xose to such a height in the 12th 
century, that a change in the form of government becamenecessary. 
For this purpose the city was divided into six ^tricts, each of 
which nominated twt> delegates, or twelve' ill all ; these twelve 
nominated 470 representatives, who concentrated in themselves all 
the powers which had been previously exercised by the popular 
assemblies. At the same time, a senate was appointed, and the 
Doge was provided with a council of six, who wer^ nominally to 
assist, but, if so disposed, could easily find means to thwart mm. 
The 470 representatives formed the grand council, and receiving 
their appointments annually from 12 delegates chosen by the 
popular voice, continued, in fact, notwithstanding the chuige in 
form, to be dependent upon it. The next change, however, set 
them free. After a severe struggle, the 470, in 1319, succeeded 
in making their office hereditary, and thus converted what had 
previously been a democracy into one of the most rigid forms of 
aristocracy. The evils of the system soon devdoped themselves. 
The 470, now hereditary nobles, became as iealous of each other 
as they had formerly been of the people, and while appropriating 
all the great offices of the state, had recourse to various methods, 
many of them of the most despotic nature, to prevent anyone of 
the great fSunilies from acquiring a preponderating innuence. 
Among these arrangements was the institution of a council of 10, 
Selected from the grand council, and subsequentiy, in 1454, the 
selection of three state inquisitors from the council of 10« These 
inquisitors, in whom all the powers of the state were absolutely 
vested, justified the name which the cruel bigotry of the Bomish 
Church has established. This risid despotism had, however, the 
effect of giving a stem unity of purpose to the proceedings of 
government, and doubtiess contributed in some degree to consoli- 
date the various accessions of territory which had been made into 
ene whole. At this period tlie Venetians were masters of tiie 
coast of Dalmatia, and the islands of Cyprus, Candia, and a great 
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part of the Morea, and had almost monopolised the trade^of Egypt 
and the East The first great attempt to humble Venice was xnaoe 
in the beginning of the 16th century, when the f^ous league of 
Oambrai, of wmch Pope Julius the Second was the real author, 
though the Emperor of Qermany, andthekings ofFrance and Spain 
were parties to it, was framed for the aTOwed purpose of completely 
subduing her, and partitioning her territories. Dissensions among 
the confederates more than her own valour saved her from destruc- 
tion, but not before most of her possessions on the mainland had 
been wrested from her. A still heavier blow at her prosperity was 
struck, by the discovery of a new passage to the East, which 
carried its rich traffic into new channels, and dried up one of the 
main sources of her wealth and strength. The work of destruc- 
tion was all but completed by the Turks, who engaged her in an 
expensive and ruinous warfare, during which she lost the Morea, 
the islands of Cyprus and Candia, and with them the ascendancy 
which she had long possessed in the Levant. From all these 
causes her decline proved as rapid as her rise had been, and 
though her position can hardly fail to give her a consid^ble 
coastmg trade, all her maritime greatness has departed, and 
apparentl)r the hiffhest destiny to which she can now aspire, is 
that of being a valuable dependency to some superior power. 
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JoB« K. Chapmam and Oo^ Frintera, 6, Shoe Lane, and Petarborough Cour^ 
Ileot Street. 
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